
A S L T A N E W S
A M E R I C A N S I G N L A N G U A G E T E A C H E R S A S S O C I AT I O N

FA L L / W I N T E R / S P R I N G 1 9 9 2

R E F E R E N D U M P A S S E D
w i t h

L A N D S L I D E
The referendum daied October 31, 1991 was sent to 374 members of the Sign

Instructors Guidance Network. Thirteen were reuimcd due to members moving with no
forwarding addresses. 107 ballots were letumed. Thisisthelargcstresponscssince 1986
when S IGN was rev i t a l i zed . The re have been two o the r S IGN e lec t i ons and one
referendum on the revision of the SIGN By-Laws. The results of referendum arc:

1. The name of this organization is to be changed from Sign Insuuciors Guidance
Network (SIGN) to Association of American Sign Language Teachers (AASLT).

93 (87%) SUPPORTED
14 (13%) DIDN'T SUPPORT
0 (0%) ABSTAINED

2. Create a new name for our organization newsletter (fcnmerly SIGN On/OfQ. SIGN
members may submit their ideas for names of newsletter. SIGN Board will decide on a
name and start using it in our next newsletter in January, 1992.

93 (87%) SUPPORTED
8 (7.5%) DIDN'T SUPPORT
6 (5.6%) ABSTAINED

3. There will be a contest for our organization's logo. The announcement of selection
will be made at the next SIGN conference. Details of this logo contest will be
announced in the January 1992 newsletter.

105 (98%) SUPPORTCD
0 (0%) DIDN'T SUPPORT
2 (2%) ABSTAINED

4. All SIGN memberships' expiration date will be annually on March IsL There will
beaprorated fee for new members who join in any mcxith other than March, to make their
cxpirationdatesfallon March 1st. CurrentSIGNmembershipswillbeextended to March
1,1993.

104(97%) SUPPORTED
2 (2%) DIDN'T SUPPORT
1 (1%) ABSTAINED

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

I n M e m o r i a m

T . J . O ' R o u r k e
F o u n d e r o f t h e

S i g n i n s t r u c t o r s
G u i d a n c e N e t w o r k

TJ. O'Rourke, founder of SIGN and
Chairman of the Board of TJ. Publish
ers passed away of heart failure on
Friday, JanuarylO, 1992. The SIGN
Board and membership wish to for
mally rccognizcTJ. as apioncer in the
field of American Sign Language in
struction. It was through his efforts in
1975, as Director of the Communica
tive Skills Program of the National
Association of the Deaf, that the SIGN
was established. TJ. was also a pio
neer in the modem age of sign lan
guage instruction through his publica
tion of A Basic Course in Manual Com
munication in 1973 and the establish
ment of T J. Publishers and subsequent
publication of numerous texts and cur-
riculums on ASL instruction and Deaf
Culture. TJ. has had many other ac
complishments in the field of educa
tion of deaf students and American
Sign Language instruction which are
too numerous to mention here.

All teachers of American Sign Lan
guage, our ASLTA Board and mem
bers and all deaf and hearing people
who knew TJ. will sorely miss his
leadership and goodwill. Thank you
TJ. for vitrually creating the profes
sion of American Sign Language in
struction. We all owe you our respect
and we will miss you very much.
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Pres ident 's message
Keith M. Cagle

For two years, it has been a challenging experience for mc to serve as
ASLTA President There arc many positive results as well as several
difficult ones.

I am greatly indebted to an outstanding Board and some chairs for their very fine jobs and
dedications which have made some of our goals possible. Nearly all my decisions are
based on the review, inputandapproval by ihcBoard. I have been in communication with
the Board and chairs, often one to two times a month.

Referendum of October 31,1991: The board and I arc very pleased with you who have
responded. Wc have implemented some points in the referendum: 1) change of organi-
/.aiion name - ASLTA: 2) new name for our organization newsletter - ASLTA News; 3)
extension of our board term to 1993 and set up a new biennial ASLTA convention which
ischaired by Samuel Hoicomb fw Fall'93; and4)addilions to ASLTA By-laws regarding
the chair's performances and replacement. Wc arc implementing a new logo for our
organization. We have decided to put two issues on a hold until our next Board meeting
in Denver 1) relationship with NAD; and 2) extending membership to March 1993,

84% of the voters supported the change of organization name. Originally it was
"Associaiion of American Sign Language Teachers", however there were a number of
feedback from the members and NAD to put "Associaiion" in the ending instead of at the
beginning. The Board approved and changed the name of organization to this: "American
Sign Language Teachers Associaiion (ASLTA)". Sane people have asked why wc
changed the namc.Thcncw name rcncclsthc language that thcdeaf community members
have been using and nearly all of us the teachers have been teaching. Wc have become
better understood about ASL thus it has become more widely accepted in our deaf
community. And also more States have recognized ASL as a language of the deaf
community and second/foreign language.

As for the relationship with the NAD, the Board and I have gone through a lot of
invcsligatiCHis, debates, and careful thoughts and decisions.

With the assistance of Geoff Poor, Bylaw Chair, an auomcy, R.Vinccnt Taylor met with
Geoff Poor, former President Bill Newell and myself on March 27,1992. He is willing
to donate his service to our need to get incorporation and tax exemption. All wc would
need to pay is approximately $800 for NY State filing, IRS for lax exemption, Federal for
incorporation, phone calls and stamps. We discussed the ramifications with being an
alTilialion, section or independent organization. He explained that NAD might claim on
the term of "SIGN" and its evaluation system. And that wc could choose to surrender all
evaluation system and the name of "SIGN" to NAD, then we go on our own - starting
everything from scratch with his assistance to get the INC, lax exemption and with his
legal advices.

With the assistance of Laura Thomas-Roebal, Treasurer, we received the jremium
quotation from Albert H. Wohlers & Co. (insurer for Registry of Interpreters fw the Deafs
-RID) few our potential professional liability coverage. It was not so good news. Tocover
only Directors and Officers, it would cost our organization S2,740 a year. To cover all
including evaluators and volunteers, it would cost us $5,481 a year. What more is that if
we arc being sued by NAD, this insurer would not cover our liability. The attorney said
that being incorporated alone sdll is not adequate. Today some auomcys arc able to
pcniraic through the protection of incorponation to sue you personally, dtcrcforc, it is
wiser to have the professional liability protection. NAD President Roz Rosen explained
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ASL STORYTIME
A new videotape series from the
Department of Sign Communica-
Uon at Gallaudet Unlvenlty.

Bach of the eight tape/volumes in
the series contains eight stories
signed by deaf adults, represent
ing different ethnic groups.

Tou will want to order these tapes
if you are Interested In deaf
culture, are looking for new ASL
classroom materials, or are a sign
language student.

Tapes are price at $39.95 each,
plus $6.50 for shipping and
handling, or you may order the
complete set of eight tapes for
$295 plus $12 for shipping/
handling charges.

To order, mail the form below
with your check or money order
t o :

Dept. of Sign Communication
Gallaudet University
SOD Florida Ave. NB

Washington, DC 20002-3695.

P k u e i m d n w :

tXf. P l l M

Conv'tte Mt

O C S ^ T a 6 %

N a m e :

A d d r e u :

T O TA l .
Check encloMd:
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American Sign Language Teacher Associaticn Conference Schedule
NAD Convention Denver, Colorado

June 30,1992-July 4.1992

Tuesday, June 30
1:30-3:00 p.m. "Factors Leading to Successful ASL Acquisition" by Mike Kemp

3:30 - 5:00 p.m. "Visual Readiness Examinations: Mechanics and Techniques" by E. Lynn Jacobowltz

Wednesday, July 1
"8:30 - 9:30 a.m. "impact by Boom of ASL Definitions" by Keith M. Cagle

' 8 : 3 0 - 9 : 3 0 a . m . "Utilization of ASL Materials' by Holly Roth

10:00 -12:00 p.m. "The Face of ASL: Teaching Non-Manual Grammar and Modifers" by MJBIenvenu

12:00-1:00 p.m. LUNCH BREAK

1:00 - 5:00 p.m. ASLTA Board Meeting

1:30 - 3:00 p.m. "Basic Assertiveness Training In Sign Language Teaching" by Janna G. Montagnino

3:30 - 5:00 p.m. "A Brief Overview of the Development and implementation of the ASL at Kendall"
by Metvia Mlller-Nomeland

Thursday, July 2
8:30 -10:00 a.m. "Signing Naturally Level 1: Strategies of Teaching ASL" by Jean M. Gordon

8 : 3 0 - 1 0 : 1 5 a . m . Local Chapter Presidents Meeting

10:30-12:00 p.m. "How to Set Up a Local Chapter of ASLTA" by Leslie Greer & Keith Cagle

3:00 - 5:00 p.m. ASLTA General Meeting

5:30 - 7:30 p.m. ASLTA Reception at Marriott Hotel's Colorado Ball room #E

Friday, July 3
8:30 -12:00 p.m. "Signing Naturally: The Inside Story" by Ken Mikos, Ella Lentz and Cheri Smith

12:00-1:00 p.m. LUNCH BREAK

1:00-5:00 p.m. ASLTA Board Meeting

1:30 - 3:30 p.m. "Diagnosis and Remediation of Production Errors and Unique Learning Needs in Late-Leamers
of ASL' by Victoria Armour

*4:00-5:00 p.m. Teaching ASL Linguistics to ASL Users' by Clayton Valli

*3:30-5:00 p.m. "Deaf Literature at NTID" by Patricia C. Kenney

Saturday, July 4
8:30- 10:00 a.m. Teaching American Deaf Culture' by Barioara Kannapell

*10:30-12:00 p.m. "1990's Video-Technology as Instruction Tools" by Suzanne LadnerBoesen and Keith Cagle

*11:00-12:30 p.m. "How to Apply for ASLTA Certification" by BIH Newell

* Concurrent workshops
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A F F I L I A T I O N S O F A S L T A
O F F I C A L R E C O G N I T I O N :

Leslie C. Greer, President
Lilac Chapter of SIGN
PC Box 23853
Rochester, NY 14692
(716)275-4165

Isabelle Calvacca, President
NYUberty SIGN
3 Birchwood Road
Medford, NY 11763
(516) 736-2204 (TTY)

I N P R O G R E S S TO B E
R E C O G N I Z E D :

Barbara Coulston, President
Florida Chapter of ASLTA
10615 Gunn Highway
Odessa, FL 33556

Andrea Kramer Frank, President
Massachusetts SIGN
93 Wilson Street, A-4
Marlboro, MA 01752
(508) 481-6651 (TTY)

Tom Riggs, President
Colorado Sign Instructors
3580 Arthur Cl #4
Boulder, CO 80304
(303) 443-2594 (TTY)

Kathy Potter, Sec.-Tres.
The Loon SIGN Chapter of Minn.
7875 Guthrie Way
Morristown, MN 55052
(507) 334-5008 (TTY)

H A V E N O T A P P L I E D
F O R R E C O G N I T I O N Y E T:

Judie Cronlund, President
New York State SIGN
401 Turin Street

R o m e , N Y 1 3 4 4 0 A g n e s S u t c l i f f e , P r e s i d e n t
(315) 336-4084 (TFY/V) Chepeaske Chapter of ASLTA

9213 Tuckahoe Lane
Ruth Sandefur, Facilitator Adelphi, MD 20783
Knoxville Chapter of ASLTA
P O B o x 1 4 3 J o A n n a U e d e l , P r e s i d e n t
Rock fo rd , TN 38753 Cen t ra l Oh io Ch^ te r o f S IGN
(615) 974-2321 (TFYAO Ohio Dept of Education

Division of Special Education
Caroline Stems, President 933 High Street
Califcnnia Assoication of Teachers Worthington, OH 43085-408
of Sign Language (CATS) (614) 466-2650 (TFY/V)
(408) 476-2650 (TTY)

NOTE: The current names of some affiliations po^bly will be changed after their
presidents have met at the 1992 NAD Ginvention in Denver, Colcnado. The acronym of
"SIGN" will have to be deleted or replaced with ASLTA

CONTINUED FROM COVER

5. Die current SIGN Board's torn will be extended one mwe year to July, 1993.

98 (91.5%) SUPPORTED
7 (65%) DIDN'T SUPPORT
2 (2%) ABSTAINED

6. Amended to the SIGN By-Laws that:

(1) SIGN President has the authority to replace acommitteechairposon if
the chairperson has failed to fiillfill the duties required of this committee and to
submit a timely progress repent

(2)S1GN President has the authority to reidace an editor of our organization
newsletter if the editor fails to conplete and publish one issue for more than sixty
days beyond the scheduled publishing date or consistendy missed the deadlines.

94 (88%) SUPPORTED
12 (11%) DIDN'T SUPPORT
1(1%) ABSTAINED

7. SIGN will be no longer a SECTION of the National Association of the Deaf.
SIGN will ̂ ly to become an AFFILIADON of the National Association of the
Deaf.

101 (94.4%) SUPPORTED
4(3.7%) DIDN'T SUPPORT
2 (2%) ABSTAINED

The SIGN :Board is excited and eager to see the implementadon of the
refeimidumiuid its becoming a reality. The President presents a discussion of the
process for implementation of this milestone referendum in his rqxirL
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P R E S I D E N T ' S M E S S A G E
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2

that if we choose to be an affiliation, we
couldn't have NAD's professional liability
insurance coverage. With $5,481 a year
for insurance premium, it would need 220
ASLTA memboship fees ($25.00 each)
to make a break even.
NAD PresidoitRoz Rosen infmmedme
that if we choose to be an afOiation, NAD
would keq) and use $5,580.93 and other
funds belonging to our SIGN to establish
anotho' "SIGN" organization to create
NAD's own cotification for sign teach^.
We the Board are not enthusastic to see
two diffoent certification systems being
established in future to compete against
each other which catainlywouldimtserve
the best interest of both ASL instructms
and the deaf community. We viewed this
as a potential threat from NAD. I ex
plained Roz that it would not help the
image of NAD much abroad. Roz ex
plained that it is ho^ serious desire to keep
and suppmt us as a strong wganization
under its wing, and she would siqiport
ASLTA to have a greater automony inside
the NAD, similar to the State Associa
t i o n s .
After NAD's successful refinancing and
our refoendum last November, the NAD
made some improvements to conunit it
self to our ASLTA's needs. NAD has es-
tablMed a new position, Conununicadon
Access Program Director, which is held
by Grace NettL She was hired to assist
three major components of the laogram:
Relay S^ces, Interpreting Cotification
and ASLTA. Grace Netti including NAD
President Roz Rosen have been in close
ctnnmunication with me on a frequoit
basis. NAD had sent $2,252.(X) last No-
vembo' and $5,580.93 last May. NAD
promises to send anoth^ $3,130.20 in
November, 1992 to pay off all balance of
its debt to ASLTA. Eventually NAD will
send 5% royality earning from selling
BASIC SIGN CURRICULUM books (an
agreemoit between NAD and NTID) on a
semi-annual basis. NAD also has been
sending the ASLTA memboship fee fimds
andupdatedmonbodiip listing to ASLTA
on monthly basis. ASLTA Board has
been pleaŝ  with these imiaovements.
And with more facts about the costs of

being indqiendent affiliation, the Board
has decided to suspend the implementa
tion of new relationsh^ from the passed

referoidum until our next Board meeting
in Denver. There we will discuss on sev
eral proposals that NAD President Roz
Rosen,NADHnancialDiiect(X'FredKane,
NAD Membership Director Larry
Newman, NAD CommunicaticHi Access
Program Dimstor Grace Netti, ASLTA
Vice-President Lynn Jacobowitz and I
myself have met and came up in our April
25, 1992 meeting at NAD Office. The
meeting was productive.
New Changes: Thoe are four new re
placements. First, Chuck Giamley, Board
member rqiresenting the Central Region,
has resign̂ . Suzanne Boesen of Austin,
Texas became our newest Board memb».
She has been an outstanding respondent
Secondly, Robin Utterington of Altanta,
GetHgia rqilaced Ray Parks of Phoeniz,
Arizonaas aChair of ASLTAFundraising.
She has began reviewing and investigat
ing into possible grants and fundraising
activities for ASLTA. Thirdly, Dr. Mike
Kemp, Chair of Gallaudet University Sign
Communication Department, rqilaced Dr.
Lawrence Fleischer to save as a Chair of
ASLTA Evaluation System and Aiqieal
Committee. He has began actions. Finally,
Brenda Aron of North Carolina replaĉ
MikeEmestasan Editorof ASLTA News.
She recently has moved from Sioux Falls,
South Dakota to Noth Carolina. She will
begin rolling her sleeves on the ASLTA
News in late summo-. I am thrilled about
it No newsletter for die ASLTA membos
for past two years is my most frustration.
I am very gratefiil to Matthew Moore,
Publisher of DEAF LIFE, for willing to
take charge of this new and first ASLTA
N e w s .

Coming..... Sevoal board members and
committee chairs have been wmking hard
and dedicating to the ASLTA. The results
are comingi First Isabelle Calvacca and
Ruth Sandefiir have completed the long-
dreamed ASLTA Directrny and are to
print the 500 copies before the ASLTA
Conference at NAD Convention, with a
great help from Thelma Bohli, Chair of
Membô ps and Boiefits who and her
student assistant Ron Lurwick have qient
many hours updating the ASLTA mem-
boship datas. Secondly, Ken Mikos has
completed the iqidating of ASLTA Bro
chure and printed 4,000 new brochures.
Hiirdly, Bill Newell has completed the
new design of ASLTA Certificate which
will be mailed to the valid certified mem
bers soon. Fourth, Leslie Greer has up

dated the handbook of "How to Set Up a
Local Ch^ter of ASLTA". As soon as the
Board reviews and approves, it will be
available. Finally, Judie Cronlund, Chair
of Nomination, Election and Award, and
her committee have developed a proposed
criteria fm Gernge Veditz Awâ  for the
Board's review in July.
More Accomplishments.^. We have ac
complished some. the number of
certified instructms has grown from 41
two years ago to 70 (see listed instnictora
on page 5 in this newsletter). Many candi
dates have applied and are awaiting for the
results. Bill Newell has produced a new
Sample of Sign Language produced by
Heraing Adult Leamos ttgie for possible
use as part of the Professional Level inter
view, rqiladng the exisimg outdated ttqie
which has been used since 1976. I am
pleased with his well-organized leader
ship and dedication.
Secondly, the number of local cluqitas
has steady expanded. New Yoric Liberty
SIGN has became the second chapteriec-
ognized by ASLTA in May 1991. Four
newcluqners: Florida Cluqita-of ASLTA,
MASSIGN, Colmado Sign Instructors and
Minnesota Loon Chapter of SIGN have
aiqilied to become recognized. The tom
of "SIGN" in their mganization names
will be changed afta the local affiliation
meeting in Denva. More infmmation
about local chaptos' accomplishments in
1991-2 will be detailed in next issue of
ASLTA News. I am vay pleased with
Geoff Poor, Bylaw Chairs, and Leslie
Gfeer,ChairofLocalAffiliations,forcare-
fiilly reviewing their Bylaws, tqiplications
and progresses.
Thirdly, the ASLTA confaence at NAD
Convention in Denva hasbeen well-oiga-
nizedandcoadinated vay well by ASLTA
Conference Chair Tom Riggs of Denva,
Colorado and Dorothy WiDdns, Chair of
ASLTA Professional Development We
will have 14 woricdiops, meetings and
reception for ASLTA membos and in
vited people.
In closing, it has been a rewarding and
challenging exp îence forme to serve as
your President It still is my intention to
maintain and expand our professional or
ganization into a stronga and viable one
for the best interests of ASL teachos,
students in our ASL classes, deaf students
who will be taught by people who are
taught by us, and the deaf community
m e m b e r s .
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Spellbound!
Warm up your hands,..
Exercise your eyes,,.

Stretch those fingers!
Now you can improve your flngerspelling with

^ i i 1 i 1 T i f
Voiced and closed caplioned for all audiences...beginning &
advanced siudenis of sign language, interpreters and anyone
else interested in improving their fingerspelling skills.

Fingerspelling: expressive & receptive fluency
A VIDEO GUIDE with 24 page booklet • One VHS *120 minutes

Send $39.93 plus $2.50 for shipping & handling per order to;

DawnSignPress
9080-A Activity Rood Son Diego, CA 92126

I n s t r u c t o r . s w h o h a v e b e e n

jileased with Student
V i d e o t e x t < S W o r k b o o k •
Level I. by Lentz, Miko.s and
Smith, will find that Level 2
Signing Naturally student
materials provide good

V I S T A
F U N C T I O N S F M T I M U t f T D O K l l

learning experience and
more exposure to creative
and a r t i s t i c uses o f AS I - .

S t u d e n t s w i l l l e a r n h o w

sign movements can be
modified to change meaning,
s e e h o w a n d w t i e n f a c i a l

expressions occur and
observe how t)ody. head and
eye movements are used in
phrasing and agreement.

A n e n c h a n c e d f e a t u r e o f
t h e s t u d e n t w o r k b o o k
is vocabulary review
Ijrovidecl at the end
o f e a c h u n i t f o r
r e f e r e n c e .

Workbook, 168 pp.
Two VHS, 120 min. each

] .$59.95

DawnSignPress
9080-A Activity Road Son Diego. CA 9212 619/549-5330
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