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~CONFERENCE EDITION~

ASLTA’s 7th Biennial
Professional Development Conference

July 2-7, 2013
Charlotte, NC

ASL Education:
Today, Tomorrow, & Beyond
Register before May 15th & Save $50!

http://www.aslta.org/zencart

Registration includes:
Workshops for L1 & L2 on a wide variety of topics & issues -- and

Non-stop networking for 6 whole days!

Look inside for ...
Conference Schedule
Nomination information for President & Secretary
Awards information including the following:

Marie Jean Philip Award for K-12 ASL Teachers (L1 or L2) NEW!
Stephen M Ryan Teacher of the Year Award for certified members
T. J. O’Rourke Award for general members
George W. Veditz Award for individuals

Forms for Registration, Program Book, Exhibits, etc.

http://www.aslta.org/zencart
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Deadlines For Articles & Advertisements
March 1st
June 1st

September 1st
December 1st

Advertising Donations
Full page = $150
½ page = $100

¼ page (this size) $75

ASL / Deaf Businesses show your support.
ASL Clubs advertise your wares!

Looking for a way to generate new customers?  Want to keep your products in front of your current clientele?  
Want to launch something new?  Let ASLTA help you increase your sales.  

Our quarterly newsletter is read by teachers of ASL from all around the nation in winter, spring, summer, and 
fall.  Our readership consists of 300+ teachers who purchase your products and then pass your contact informa-
tion on to their students who, in turn, also purchase your products.  And, as we all know, word of mouth – or, in 
our case, sign of hand – advertising is the most effective!

Each issue of the ASLTA News consists of 12-20 pages that measure 8 ½” x 11” per page.  The ASLTA News is 
mailed, first class, not bulk!  This puts your company’s name and information right in front of your customers!

Send your camera-ready copy (tiff, jpg, pdf) to Alysse Rasmussen (Newsletter Editor) via email:  NewsletterEdi-
tor@aslta.org.  

Send payments to Cathi Bouton, ASLTA Treasurer, P.O. Box 38, Clinton, WA 98236.

Advertising Donation
Size Quarterly (1 issue) Annual (4 issues)
Full Page $150 $570 (5% discount)
Half Page $100 $480 (5% discount)
1/4 Page $75 $285 (5% discount)

* Thirty days prior to publication.
** Ads will be updated if received prior to normal advertising deadlines.  If not, the last quarter’s ad will be re-
run.

 

mailto:NewsletterEditor@aslta.org
mailto:NewsletterEditor@aslta.org
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ASLTA’s 7th Biennial 
Professional Development

Confererence

July 2 - 7, 2013
Hilton Charlotte University Place

Charlotte, NC
Register online!

www.aslta.org/zencart

Nominations for ASLTA President & Secretary

Nominations are now being sought for the offices 
of President and Secretary.  Each position is for a 
4-year term (2013-2017).  

The duties of the president:  

The President shall be the primary elected 
officer of the Association. S/he shall preside 
at all meetings of the Association and Board 
meetings. S/he shall be responsible for 
the oversight of all Board duties and for 
coordination of all Board activities but not 
limited to preparation of the Board meeting 
agendas and appointing committee chairs. S/he 
shall serve as the primary liaison with external 
organizations.

The duties of the secretary:

The Secretary shall keep accurate and 
complete minutes of all meetings of the 
Association and the Board of Directors. 
The Secretary shall maintain a roster of all 
members of the Association, and shall keep 
on file all documents, electronic data storage, 
communications and other papers related to the 
business of the Association. 

Elections will take place by email or online ballot 
at least sixty (60) days prior to the start of the 
biennial general business meeting. All voting 
members in good standing shall be provided with 
one (1) ballot. Return of ballots will be accepted 
at least thirty (30) days prior to the start of the 
biennial general business meeting. Election 
results will be announced at the biennial business 
meeting of the Association, in the Association 
newsletter, and/or on the Association website. In 
the event that no prior nominations are offered 
for a position, nominations from the floor at the 
general business meeting will be accepted. 

Nominating forms will need to be returned by May 
1, 2013.  Pat Beech (pgbeech@aol.com) has agreed 
to serve as the point of contact for nominations.  

ASLTA members who currently have 

www.aslta.org/zencart
mailto:pgbeech@aol.com
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Professional-level certification may choose to run 
for either President or Secretary. 

Candidates will be asked to provide biographical 
data about their experience and qualifications.  

Only ASLTA members in good standing may 
nominate candidates for the offices of President 
and/or Secretary.  An  ASLTA member with the 
Professional level certificate may self-nominate 
for the offices of President or Secretary.

www.treehousevideo.com

“Turn-key” Resources for your Deaf Culture and ASL Classes!

CLASSIFIERS:
A Closer Look

by Patricia Lessard

The number one Deaf Culture
curriculum in the country!

• Students love it!
• Faculty copies are always free!

• 60-day Free Trial available

Fantastic introduction
to Deaf Culture!

Updated second edition -
Over 20 minutes of new scenes.

Includes Teacher’s Guide!

“A to Z” curriculum for 
teaching visualization skills.
Includes 536-page manual,

Classroom DVDs and Lab CDs.
Look for updates in 2013!

Sign Language Practice Activity

Are you looking for a cute clip to help sudents 
pracice their classifiers?  Here’s one that recently 
showed up on TeachASL, a free listserv for 
teachrs of ASL (www.teachasl.org to join).

It’s a French video (spoken French, no English, 
but up until the very end, the only word the 
students hear is the woman’s name, “Emma”) 
whose title translates as “Paper is not deaf.”

http://vimeo.com/61275290

It’s a short video -- only 39 seconds -- but there’s 
a wealth of activities that can be addressed.  
Everything from classifiers to role shifting.  Best 
of all, it’s funny in Deaf and it’s funny in hearing!

www.teachasl.org
http://vimeo.com/61275290
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President’s Report

Glenna Ashton, Ph.D.
ASLTA Professional
Gainesville, Florida
president@aslta.org

Vice President’s Report

Brian Kilpatrick, Ed.D.
ASLTA Professional
Houston, Texas

Time is near the end of the spring semester.  Glenna 
and Brian will meet on May 8-11, 2013 for JNCL-
NCLIS Delegate Assembly & Legislative Day, in 
Washington, D.C.  We will stay at Pat Beech’s house.

Esse quam videri, “To be, rather than to seem”.  This 
is the motto of North Carolina.  Don’t forget  to jot 
down on the calendar for the 7th Biennial National 
Professional Development Conference at Charlotte, 
North Carolina which will be held on July 2- 7th, 
2013.

See you all at the conference.
Brian

Yes, another newsletter out already! The 2013 confer-
ence is coming soon and we are trying to get out as 
much information and invitations as possible!

The shopping cart is now live for online payments on 
the ASLTA web site thanks to the hard work of Cathi 
Bouton, Treasurer.

Several committees are even more active now – certi-
fication evaluation revisions, web site improvements, 
standards writing are a few that that been emailing and 
videoing, etc. to get things done before the conference.

The Board will have a meeting April 12 – 14 at the 
Hilton Hotel, Charlotte, NC to prepare for the confer-
ence and to wrap up the work of the 2011-2013 term. 
May 9-11, Brian and I will attend the annual JNCL 
meeting in Washington, DC. May 24-26, the standards 
committee will meet at Washington School for the 
Deaf for revision of standards for 2014 publication. 
The DRAFT ASL standards has been posted to the 
web site under the Resources tab. It will be updated as 
we have newer versions before publication.

The 2013 conference will feature pre-conference 
workshops sponsored by Sign Media Inc. (SMI) and 
Dawn Sign Press, keynote speakers, workshops galore, 
chapter luncheon, business meeting and elections, 
and many other events at the beautiful Hilton hotel on 
a lake. We will need nominations for President and 
Secretary 2013 – 2017 positions and for several of the 
awards.

As the weather begins to warm up hopefully, may you 
have warm thoughts of spending your professional 
time at your local ASLTA chapter and at the national 
conference.

Glenna Ashton

Secretary’s Report

Vacant

Professional Development Report

Sharon Lott
ASLTA Professional
Morganton, NC

Forms and conference information have been 
included in this edition of the ASLTA News.  You 
can also pay online.  Don’t miss out on this 
outstanding conference!

Sharon

mailto:president@aslta.org


More information and 
reservations

Click this link

Hilton Charlotte University Park
Group Code: ASLTA

American Sign Language Teachers Association
7th Biennial National Professional Development Conference

July 2 – July 7, 2013
Hilton Charlotte University Place

Charlotte, N.C.

ASL Education: Today, Tomorrow and Beyond

AIRPORT – HOTEL TRANSPORTATION & RATES INFORMATION  

Reservation / Arrival / Departure Form 

Fill this out and use it as friendly user to show your driver for your transportation needs: 

Name: _____________________________________________   No. of person:____________

TO: HILTON CHARLOTTE UNIVERSITY PLACE

Date of arrival: _________    Time:________________  Airline:_______________________

TO:  CHARLOTTE\DOUGLAS INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT

Date of departure:____________   Time:_____________  Airline: ______________________

E mail: ____________________________ Voice: (_____)_______________     

 Hilton Charlotte University Hotel does not provide a shuttle service from the airport to the hotel.
 Show your ASLTA membership card for a discount rates to one of the specific rental vendor for 

transportation. 
 “Share a ride” – you and other members can save on the cost of transportation by taxi, limousine 

or car rental.
                                                                                                       

                                     

                                       Car Rentals                                                        Cab Taxi 
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Treasurer’s Report

Cathi Bouton, MA
ASLTA Professional
Clinton, WA

PAH! Our online payment system is now up and run-
ning. You can pay for conference registration, mem-
bership dues, evaluation fees and make donations.   
When the ASLHS graduation materials come in, you’ll 
be able to order and pay for them online.

As with any new system, there may be a problem or 
issue we didn’t anticipate. If you have any problems 
using the online system, please send me an email: 
treasurer@aslta.org.

Membership dues are due! Our current membership 
cycle is January - January so if you haven’t paid your 
dues for 2013, please do so.

In favor of a Membership Dues Cycle change? At the 
conference in 2011 a motion was made to change the 
annual membership dues cycle to Sept 1 - August 30. 
At our face-to-face Board meeting held in October, 
2012, the Board voted to approve this motion begin-
ning September 2013. Obviously, we’re an organiza-
tion of teachers, and moving to an academic calendar 
makes sense, especially for our active Honor Society 
program. Action was delayed until our 501(c)3 ap-
plication was completed and approved. Now that we 
have accomplished that major project, we can move 
forward with this motion, which would require a 
change to our bylaws.

Before we send a ballot for a vote on changing the by-
laws for this, I’m curious what the membership thinks 
about it. In favor? Opposed? Why? The dues would be 
prorated, so that members who paid their dues in 2013 
would pay a partial amount in September, 2013 to be 
current until September 2014. Please send your com-
ments or concerns to any of us on the board.

It’s almost conference time! I’ve been in email contact 

with many of you, and would love to see you in person 
- let’s meet up in Charlotte!

Cathi

Chapter Liaison Report

Patricia Beech
ASLTA Professional
Springfield, VA

To all chapters,

To those who paid 2013 Annual Chapter dues and pro
vided updated officer info, THANKS!  For the other 
chapters, do pay ASAP.

I recently sent email re: the Biennial Report to all cur-
rently active chapters, due by May 1st.

During the ASLTA Conference, the Chapter Luncheon 
will be on Friday at 1:45-1:15PM. Details about the 
luncheon will be announced soon. Also, we will have 
two workshops during 1:30-3:30 on Friday. The 1st 
workshop will focus on 5013c, incorporation, etc. We 
are still working on title of the 2nd workshop.

Below is some news on various chapters.

•  California San Diego will have a workshop on 
April 6. Flavia Fleischer will present “Incorporat-
ing Deaf Community Cultural Wealth (DCCW) in 
Your Teaching”. For more information, see: http://
www.sandiegoaslta.org/flyers/4-6-13.pdf.

•  Florida ASLTA (FASLTA) held their 24th An-
nual Conference in Deerfield Beach, FL over 
President’s Day Weekend and gives special thanks 
to Sign Media, Inc (http://signmedia.com) who 
sponsored us.

The 2013 Conference provided professional devel-

mailto:treasurer@aslta.org
http://www.sandiegoaslta.org/flyers/4-6-13.pdf
http://www.sandiegoaslta.org/flyers/4-6-13.pdf
http://signmedia.com
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opment hours for teachers of ASL through the state 
of Florida and for our northern guests who took the 
opportunity to leave the cold weather behind and 
came here for a bit of warm Southern hospitality.  
 
The keynote speaker, Sharon Lott (NC), ASLTA 
Professional Development chair, who gave a 3 
hour presentation on Getting a Grip on Finger-
spelling.  Dr Jason Zinza (MD), author of Master 
ASL! (published by Sign Media)  who gave anoth-
er 3 hour presentation on Teaching ASL Literature:  
Novice, Intermediate, and Advanced Techniques. 
Show & Tell (sharing of teaching materials) pro-
vided teachers with two hours of demonstrations.  
Hour long workshops included a panel on Project 
Proficere, Developing an ASL Curriculum (Craig 
Leavitt), Flip It! How to Make Sure your Flipped 
Classroom Doesn’t Flop (Dr Alysse Rasmus-
sen), Florida ASL Online Classes & Resources 
(compiled by Shasta Grimes), and Professional 
Preparation:  Florida’s Leadership Role in Teach-
ing ASL (Drs Glenna Ashton, ASLTA President & 
Alysse Rasmussen, FASLTA President).  

 

Entertainment (and education) was provided by 
Robert Rivera of St Augustine, whose performance 
was also sponsored by Sign Media, Inc.

 

Officers were elected for the 2013-2015 term at the 
annual business meeting:

President:  Alysse Rasmussen, Ph.D. 
AlysseR@aol.com 
VP:  Reinaldo J Vega, M.Ed.
Sec:  Cheryl Zuckerman, MS
Treas:  Cindi Jacobs
Regional Representatives:
   North:  Craig Leavitt
   Central:  Barbara Chaves
   South:  Lori Wilkinson
Appointments:  Media Editor:  Shawn Olmstead

Three scholarships were provided for teachers 
wishing to attend the annual conference and raffles 
were conducted to help provide further scholar-
ships for the upcoming year.
 
Additionally, FASLTA will raffle off 2 sets of pass-
es for DisneyWorld in order to raise funds for our 
next conference and to develop additional profes-
sional development opportunities for our members.  
If anyone is interested ordering or helping us with 
this fundraising effort, please contact Regional 
Rep Lori Wilkinson (1signer@bellsouth.net) or 
Treasurer Cindi Jacobs (yme1222@me.com) for 
more information.
 
Shawn Olmstead (asl.geekness@gmal.com) is 
busy looking ahead and will be hosting our 25th 
Annual Conference in Orlando, FL, next Presi-
dent’s Day Weekend (February, 2014).  We’ve 

Robert Rivera, Storyteller & 
Alysse Rasmussen, Florida ASLTA President

mailto:AlysseR@aol.com
mailto:1signer@bellsouth.net
mailto:yme1222@me.com
mailto:asl.geekness@gmal.com
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Member-At-Large Report

Vacant

Interpretation Skills
English to American Sign Language

MARTY M. TAYLOR

Based on four years of research, this 
book identifies over 50 skills required 
to render effective interpretations from 
English to ASL.

94 pages • $19.95

Interpretation Skills
American Sign Language to English

MARTY M. TAYLOR

This book provides major insights 
into the key elements of accurate and 
eloquent interpretation of a signer’s 
message into English. 

192 pages • $27.95

Pursuit of ASL
Interesting Facts Using Classifiers

ANGELA PETRONE STRATIY

Native signer Angela Petrone Stratiy 
presents 35 short passages incorporating 
classifiers in a range of contexts. 

DVD, 60 mins, ASL only, no spoken English 
$32.95

Pursuit of ASL
Interesting Facts Using Numbers

ANGELA PETRONE STRATIY

Native signer Angela Petrone Stratiy 
presents 35 short passages incorporating 
ASL numbers within a variety of 
contexts. 

DVD, 50 mins, ASL only, no spoken English  
$29.95

Improve your

ASL

780 488 8698
ASLinterpreting.com

orders

already secured the hotel and keynote speaker.  
 

For more information about Florida ASLTA or to 
join or donate, please go to www.faslta.org.
 
•  Ohio will host a workshop on “Hand-
shape Sequencing in ABC Stories” by Ger-
ald Eichler on March 23 at 10AM-12PM. 
After the workshop, there will be a meeting 
at 1PM-3PM. For more information, con-
tact Janice Blum at blum@findlay.edu.

•  Utah will have Austin Andrews during 
May 10-11. Austin will present: 

-	 “The ASL Community: Where Do I 
Fit?” on May 10 at 5:30PM-8:30PM
-	 “Bring Your Interpretation to Life! 
English to ASL Personification” on May 
11 at 9AM-12PM and 1PM-4PM
Austin will do “ASL Power! Variety Show” with 
the local ASL performers on May 11 at 7PM. All 
these will be held at the University of Utah. For 
more information, contact Greg Montgomery at 
GMontgomery@tooeleschools.org.

•	 Veditz (Northern Virginia) will host a work-
shop on April 13. Jason Zinza will present “Mas-
terASL! Level Two” at 9:00AM-12:30PM. For 
more information, see: http://beechasl.net/vaslta/
events/VASLTA_13apr2013.pdf/.

Be on the lookout for emails re: the Chapter Luncheon 
and workshops during the ASLTA Conference.

Thanks,
Patricia Beech

Chapter Affiliated Chair, 2012-2013
E-mail address is: pgbeech@aol.com

www.faslta.org
mailto:blum@findlay.edu
mailto:GMontgomery@tooeleschools.org
http://beechasl.net/vaslta/events/VASLTA_13apr2013.pdf
http://beechasl.net/vaslta/events/VASLTA_13apr2013.pdf
mailto:pgbeech@aol.com
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 Contacting ASLTA by Mail 

#1. For membership dues, donations, checks, or bills.  
ASLTA Treasurer
P.O. Box 38
Clinton, WA 98236

#2. For letters for any information, inquiries, and 
requests.

ASLTA Correspondence
PO Box 92426
Rochester, NY 14692

#3. For all evaluations and certifications as usual.
ASLTA Certification
PO Box 6517
Annapolis, MD 21401

Evaluation Program Report

Keith M. Cagle, Ph.D.
ASLTA Professional
Annapolis. MD

Welcome to spring semester.

ASLTA Evaluation Office has been very busy 
with an increasing volume of evaluations in past 
few months.  Nearly all of them are conducted 
electronically, thanks to the technology!  The 
evaluators have been doing exceptionally.

The office is exploring into a videophone 
capabilities for Professional-level evaluation. We 
will continue to provide the interview at the ASLTA 
conference as one of the options.

The Evaluation System Revision committee, 
Bill Newell, Glenna Ashton, Leslie Greer, Amy 
Rowley, and I, continue working together in order 
to bring a viable proposal to the conference.

I look forward to meeting many of you at the 
conference in Charlotte.

Keith

For those of you who take advantage of what 
the ASL Honor Society offers, here are some 
important deadlines that are coming up: 

- Order forms for 2013 graduation materials 
from the ASL Honor Society are now 
available. (Link here: http://aslhonorsociety.org/
docs/2013orderform.pdf). Get your orders in by 
May 24th!

- The ASL Literature Competition deadline for 
submissions is May 3. Details can be found 
here: http://aslhonorsociety.org/Literature_Competion.
html

- The application deadline for scholarships is 
May 10. The ASLHS is giving away thousands 
of dollars to high school seniors and 
currently enrolled college students majoring 
/ minoring in ASL, Deaf Studies, Deaf Ed., 
and Interpreter Preparation. (Link here: http://
aslhonorsociety.org/docs/2013highschoolscholarship.
pdf)

If you haven’t renewed your 2013 ASLHS and 
ASLTA membership, take care of it before the 
deadlines to save yourself a hassle later on. 

Jason

ASL Honor Society

Teacher Tip #1
Do your students need to practice their trouble-
some 20’s?  Break students into 4’s, give each 
group 4 dice (1/student).  #1 rolls a die and says 
ME HAVE x.  #2 says ME HAVE x, 2-OF-US 
HAVE y.  After the 4th pass, keep going (don’t 
start over).  It’s a great 5-minute ice-breaker or 
closer.

http://aslhonorsociety.org/docs/2013orderform.pdf
http://aslhonorsociety.org/docs/2013orderform.pdf
http://aslhonorsociety.org/Literature_Competion.html
http://aslhonorsociety.org/Literature_Competion.html
http://aslhonorsociety.org/docs/2013highschoolscholarship.pdf
http://aslhonorsociety.org/docs/2013highschoolscholarship.pdf
http://aslhonorsociety.org/docs/2013highschoolscholarship.pdf


How can students and interpreters develop a strong 
foundation in both ASL and Deaf culture???

by Jason E. Zinza and Kim Brown Kurz

Introduce students to the game while expanding their language skills and understanding of Deaf culture 
through 22 different activities focusing on classifiers, numbers, fingerspelling, storytelling, parameters, 
graphs, geography, science and more!

What is included in the Elephant Game Activity Kit?
 � Teacher’s manual with activity instructions, handouts, and 

answer keys. 
 � DVD with all student instructions, language and culture 

content, quizzes, and discussion prompts for each activity.
 � Twenty-two activities that meet foreign language standards 

with enough content to cover two years or four semesters of 
ASL instruction. 

 � Two levels of instruction: 
 • Novice activities – first and second semester ASL students
 • Intermediate activities – third and fourth semester ASL 

students 

How does the Elephant Game Kit help ASL students?
 � Students use and apply a wide variety of language skills.
 � Students learn about the cultural background of the 

game and why it is cherished in the Deaf community.
 � Students engage in meaningful communication in each 

activity.

How does the Elephant Game Activity Kit help ASL teachers? 
 � Ready-made lesson plans, content, and assessment materials can be used whenever the teacher needs a 

good activity.
 � Activities can be used as review opportunities at the end or beginning of a semester.
 � Use the activities for substitute lesson plans.

Special Sale!  Save $15.00!
Regular price $64.95  •  Sale price $49.95 plus $6.00 shipping

Prepaid orders only.  This offer expires May 31, 2013.

Use your VISA or MasterCard to order by phone 1-800-475-4756 or online at signmedia.com or mail your check to  
Sign Media Inc., 4020 Blackburn Lane, Burtonsville, MD 20866-1167. 

Announcing the first kit in the ASL and Deaf Culture Activity Series
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ASLTA Awards & Past Award Recipients

Members can make nominations for the 
O’Rourke, Philips (new!), Ryan, and Veditz
awards.  Here is some information to help you 
decide who to nominate.

Alan R. Barwiolek Distinguished Award

This award honors Alan Roy Barwiolek (1952-
1996), best known as “ALB”, an ASL teacher, 
performer and advocate.  The  Evaluation 
Team chair makes a recommendation, based 
on the potential recipients’ performances and 
commitment to evaluation. 

2011 – Dorothy Wilkins
2009 – Jan McCready-Johnson

Patricia G. Beech
2007 – Rachel Stone
2005 - Chuck Gramly
2002 - Ken Mikos
2000 - Ruth Sandefur
1998 - Keith M. Cagle

Laura J. Thomas
Chuck Gramly

1996 - Isabelle Calvacca

Stephen M. Ryan Teacher of the Year Award

This award honors Stephan M. Ryan (1958-
1995), ASL comedian, storyteller, and 
teacher in Gallaudet University’s Center 
for Communication and ASL.  Given to a 
person, ASLTA-certified, who has made major 
contributions to the cultural and humorous 
aspects of ASL instruction.

2011 – David Martin
2009 – Leslie C. Greer
2007 – No Nominees
2005 – Mel Carter 
2002 - Sam Holcomb

Tom Holcomb
2000 – Dr. E. L. Jacobowitz
1998 - Dr. Ben Bahan
1996 - Alan Barwiolek

T.J. O'Rourke Memorial Award

This award honors Terrence James O’Rourke 
(1932-1992), rights activist, ASL teacher, 
publisher, advocate, and pioneer in setting 
up ASL programs in schools and having ASL 
officially recognized as a language. Given 
to an ASLTA member who has contributed 
tremendously to the field of ASL teacher 
education

2011 – Glenna Ashton
2009 – Ken Mikos
2007 – Jason E. Zinza
2005 - Ella Mae Lentz
2002 - Mike Kemp
2000 - Dr. Rachel Stone
1998 - Keith Cagle
1996 - MJ Bienvenu

George W. Veditz Award
This award honors George W. Veditz (1861-
1937), NAD president (1904-1910), remembered 
for his courageous leadership, advocacy, and 
efforts to preserve ASL by spearheading a film 
project. Given to an individual in recognition of 
his/her significant contributions to the field of ASL 
teaching.

2011 –  Larry Forestal (posthumously)
2009 - Dr. E. Lynn Jacobowitz
2007 – Tim Owens
2005 - Leslie C. Greer
2002 - Lou Fant (posthumously)
2000 - Dr. William Newell
1998 - Marie Jean Philip
1996 - Dr. William Newell	
1994 - Ella Mae Lentz

Ken Mikos
Cheri Smith (first recipients in Knoxville) 
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Chapter Excellence Recognition Award

This award is presented to an ASLTA Chapter 
whose leaders and members have done an 
outstanding job in increasing membership, 
and participating in fundraising, professional 
development activities, and promoting the 
ASLTA.

2011 – Pennsylvania ASLTA
2009 – North Carolina ASLTA
2007- Frederick, MD Chapter ASLTA
2005 - Florida ASLTA
2002 - Washington ASLTA
2000 - Michigan ASLTA
1998 - Veditz ASLTA (Northern Virgina)
1996 - Greater New York ASLTA

Sponsor Excellence Recognition Award

This award is given to a for-profit company 
or non-profit institution in recognition of its 
dedicated support and continuous service to the 
ASLTA and affiliated chapters

2011 – Sign Media, Inc.
2009 – DawnSignPress
2007 – Sign Media, Inc.
2005 – Conference of Interpreter Trainers 
2002 – Educational Technology Resource 

Room and Instructional Design – 
Evaluation at NTID/RIT

2000 – MSM Productions, Ltd
1998 – National Association of the Deaf
1996 – DawnSignPress

Isabelle ”Izzy” Calvacca Award

This special award was created by the President 
of ASLTA in 2005. This award is presented to 
an individual who has been most helpful to the 
President in accomplishing the mission and 
goals of the ASLTA. The President nominates 
the individual subject to the Board’s approval. 

2011 – Barbara Hayes

2009 – Keith Cagle
2007 – Tom Riggs
2005 – Laura J. Thomas

Marie Jean Philip Memorial Award

In honor of Marie Jean Philip (1953-1997) 
who was a national and international advocate 
for the Deaf community in many ways. She 
advocated for ASL as a heritage and modern 
language for all people. She promoted 
bilingual and bicultural education for deaf 
children. She brought Deaf culture to the 
forefront with her storytelling skills.

This award is for a K-12 teacher teaching ASL 
as a first or second language and actively 
involved in expanding language and literary 
opportunities for the students outside of the 
classroom such as ASL Honor Society, literary 
competitions or projects, community volunteer 
work, and other student involvement activities.

2013 - NEW!

Enhance Your Signing Skills
with New Books and DVDs!

Find these and many more Sign Language 
Books, DVDs & CD-ROMs at Harris.

Personal or 
Professional: 

The Ethics 
Conundrum

DVD405

The Right Rights: 
Translating the 

Miranda Warning
DVD406

Fingerspelled Word Recognition through 
Rapid Serial Visual Presentation

BDVD223

Free Catalog!
www.harriscomm.com 

(800) 825-6758 









See website www.aslta.org for more details

www.aslta.org
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Letter of Resignation
January 30, 2013

Dear Glenna Ashton, President and ASLTA Board 
Members:

 I am writing to inform you that I don’t have the 
same level of commitment to the organization at 
this point as I had over the last six or seven years 
and therefore need to resign from my position as 
Secretary of the ASLTA Board of Directors effective 
immediately.

 I don’t feel it is appropriate for me to continue 
until the end of term in July, 2013 given my current 
limited ability to invest in the organization while the 
rest of the members are tremendously engaged 
in the operations of ASLTA and the upcoming 
conference. I apologize for not participating in the 
organization as much as I should have over the last 
few months. I will, however, continue to monitor the 
mail coming into the Post Office and forward any 
and all pieces of mail to you.

 I wanted to thank all of you for having the 
opportunity to have learned so much about 
the organization and I am honored to have 
been involved in this fabulous organization. 
I appreciate the number of experiences and 
different facets of the organization to which I have 
been exposed. I believe ASLTA is an important 
organization and educational entity for providing 
educational workshops/sessions/pre-conference 
workshops to all ASLTA members.

 You are a wonderful team producing positive 
energy for members. Your actions provide an 
attractive place for members to come, share and 
learn about teaching ASL, Deaf heritage, and 
Deaf Studies. I thank each of you in many ways.

 My best wishes for you and the upcoming 
conference in July 2013.

 Respectfully yours,

 Dorothy M. Wilkins
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Hard work leads to Great Fun!
Come join us at the 7th PDC!

Check out the peddleboats in Charlotte!
Register & Pay online!

Www.aslta.org/cart

The ASL Honor Society is a program offered by ASLTA. Our purpose is 
to recognize high academic achievement in ASL studies, encourage service 
opportunities that benefit the Deaf community, and support ASL students 

and teachers.

High school, community college, and university programs can join!

Visit our website.
www.aslhonorsociety.org

      We’re on Facebook!

Benefits:
•  Scholarships for students majoring or minoring in ASL, Deaf Studies, Deaf Education, 

and Interpreter Preparation. Minimum scholarship amount is $1,000.00.

 •  Sponsors the annual ASL Literature Competition with cash prizes.

 •  Mini-grants to help ASL teachers buy materials, pay for guest speakers, or take field trips.

 •  Graduation materials: Honor cords, Alice Cogswell Medal, and Laurent Clerc Medal.

We Haven’t Forgotten ...

Upcoming Articles ... 

ASL National Standards (Part 2)

Francoise Grosjean on ASL

Initialization

Www.aslta.org/cart


Name Email

Address

City State Zip Code

Name of School or Institution

Address

Which level of ASL do you teach?:   ASL Level 1   ASL Level 2   ASL Level 3

Which text are you currently using?

Payment Method:   Check or money order   VISA   MasterCard

 Card No.: Expiration Date: CVN:

 Signature:

If you would like to attend, please completely fill out this workshop application form.  All applications are due by  
June 15, 2013.  Application must be returned to:  Sign Media, Inc., 4020 Blackburn Lane, Burtonsville, MD 20866-1167. 

Payment can be made by check (made payable to Sign Media, Inc.) or VISA/MasterCard

American Sign Language  
Teachers Association

seventh national Professional DeveloPment ConferenCe

—  P r e - C o n f e r e n C e  W o r k s h o P  — 

Master ASL! Level Two

4020 Blackburn Lane 
Burtonsville, Maryland 20866

Voice: (800) 475-4756 
Fax: (301) 421-0270 

Web: signmedia.com

This interactive training includes:

1. An overview of Level Two design features,

2. A discussion of student learning outcomes, 

3. A thorough examination of the curriculum’s 
components, and

4. Hands on experience using one selected unit 
from the curriculum.

Presented by Jason E. Zinza

Date:  Wednesday, July 3, 2013 

time:  9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.

PlaCe:  Hilton Charlotte University Place

Cost:  $115.00 (includes lunch) 
All proceeds from the workshop will be donated to  

ASLTA to continue our support for ASL teachers.

Seating is limited to 75 participants.

www.facebook.com/LearnASL

Pre-Conference Workshop



Conference Schedule
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Memorial Funds

Two memorial funds have been established by the 
ASLTA Board to honor several ASLTA members who 
have passed on.  See the information below, and con-
sider making a donation to one or both Funds!  

The Board would like to see each fund reach at least 
$5,000 prior to accepting any application for funds.  
Please help!  Your donation will help future leaders of 
ASLTA.

The Tom Riggs Memorial Fund was established to 
honor Thomas Riggs who was very involved in ASLTA 
at the national and chapter levels. The monies will go 
toward supporting ASLTA affiliated chapters in their 
activities at a state level.

Examples of supported activities:
•	 Supporting the state chapter conference via spon-

sorship, program book, or key presenter
•	 Supporting the chapter President to attend ASLTA 

conference including the chapter luncheon, espe-
cially for first timers

•	 Supporting invited officers for the leadership and/
or advocacy training opportunities provided by 
ASLTA

•	 Other appropriate chapter activities at the state 
level

The Lawrence Fleischer and Lawrence Forestal (LF2) 

Fund was established to honor these two former presi-
dents of ASLTA for their support of leadership skills. 
The monies will go toward supporting leadership and 
advocacy training for the national and chapter officers.  

Training opportunities may include;
•	 Invited trainers for the ASLTA conference to pro-

vide one day pre-conference training in leadership 
and/or advocacy for invited officers. 

•	 Extended training in leadership and/or advocacy 
for invited officers in a separate workshop.

	
Yes!!  I am enclosing my donation of $_____ .  
I would like this amount to go to (select one or both):
	 [  ] Tom Riggs Memorial Fund
	 [  ] LF2 Memorial Fund

My Name:  _______________________
Address, City, State, Zip:  
________________________________
________________________________
________________________________

Send check payable to ASLTA to:
	 ASLTA Treasurer
	 P.O. Box 38
	 Clinton, WA 98236
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Membership Application
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ASLTA Annual Chapter Affiliation Form
ASLTA Treasurer
P.O. Box 38
Clinton, WA 98236

2013 Annual Chapter Fee
PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY!

Chapter’s Name:

________________________________________________ Since what year? _______

Contact person: ________________________ Email:  _______________@_________

Address: _________________________________________________ 
               _________________________________________________

Information about the Chapter Officers:
(This is for the ASLTA Chapter Affiliation Chair to use for distribution of information, communication, Chapter News in the ASLTA’s quarterly newsletter, etc.  This 

email will not be shared with third parties)

President: ______________________________________Term ________to ________
	                Is the current President a member of ASLTA?  Yes_____	 No______
Vice-President: _________________________ Email:  _______________@_________

Secretary:  ____________________________Email:  ________________@_________

Treasurer: _____________________________Email:  ________________@________

PDC:   _______________________________Email:  ________________@_________

Other(s):   ____________________________Email:  ________________@_________

URL (if any):  __________________________________________________________

Annual Chapter Fee:	 $___________  ($35) 

                 Donation:	 $___________

For office use only:
Thank you letter sent __________	
TOTAL:	 $___________

Be sure to visit our webpage often:  www.aslta.org

www.aslta.org
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