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ASL: OUR CHILDREN
TODAY'S CHILD IS
TOMORROW'S ASL
TEACHER. 

ASL: OUR LANGUAGE 
DESPITE OVER 100
YEARS OF ACTIVE
OPPRESSION, ASL IS
NOW THE THIRD-MOST
STUDIED LANGUAGE IN
THE USA. 

ASL: OUR COMMUNITY 
THIS CONFERENCE
SHOWCASES THE DEAF
COMMUNITY:
ACHIEVEMENTS,
ECOSYSTEM, THE
EXCHANGE OF IDEAS. 

ASL: OUR CULTURE 
CHERISHING
STORYTELLING AND
VISUAL ARTS FROM ONE
GENERATION TO THE
NEXT BUILDS LANGUAGE
PROFICIENCY AND
CULTURAL BONDS. 

KRISTINE HALL, ASLTA REPRESENTATIVE, TELLING A STORY TO UPPER
ELEMENTARY STUDENTS AT THE ASL ROUND TABLE CONFERENCE AT
THE ARKANSAS SCHOOL FOR THE DEAF, NOVEMBER 2018. 

ASL: ALL OF US
ALL OF US ARE ENGAGED
IN THE CRITICAL WORK OF
TEACHING ASL, INSPIRING
LEARNERS AND THE NEXT
GENERATION TO
PRESERVE ASL FOR THE
FUTURE. 
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ASLTA
2019

CONF
LETTER  FROM  KRISTINE

HALL ,  CONFERENCE

CHAIR  

I can’t believe the conference is here! I want to thank Dr. Lawrence

Fleischer, who inspired Christy Lively and myself to host a

conference in Southern California back in 2009 at the Arizona

ASLTA conference. Now 10 years later,  we are fulfilling that vision.

Some of you know that I pledged to find a beachfront hotel to host

the conference, and that dream has come true! 

 

The conference team has been wonderful and dove right in. They've

volunteered their time and energy into creating a unique

conference experience with new features, such as the ASL Crew

youth program. Much appreciation goes to DCS, who worked closely

with us to make this happen. The people of San Diego ASLTA have

been fantastic partners, and especially warm and welcoming to the

conference committee. I know all conference attendees will feel

that same warm welcome. I would like to thank the ASLTA Board 

for being so supportive and united since the beginning of this

journey, and we’ve become like a family.

 

A priority for the conference committee was to emphasize

discussion, interaction, and the sharing ideas. We want attendees to

collaborate throughout throughout the conference not only during

workshop sessions but in the shareshops, hallways, and long after

everyone leaves San Diego. 

 

This conference couldn't be a success without you, the attendee.

Thank you for being here, and take home lots of ideas and resources

to inspire and enrich your teaching. Let us grow deep roots and

thrive, and we do this best by sharing ideas with each other. Many

thanks to the presenters, the sponsors, exhibitors, artists, and the

entire community for your support. 

 

In closing, let’s work together and focus on the future, investing

together into ASL. Enjoy the conference!

 

Kristine Hall, Conference Chair

Dear ASLTA Registers,

Sincerely yours,
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CONFERENCE COMMITTEE

CONFERENCE
CHAIR

Kristine Hall

FINANCE 
CHAIR

Christy Lively

SECRETARY/
WEBMASTER

Adam Forst

ENTERTAINMENT
CHAIR

Erin Oleson Dickson

ART 
CHAIR

Jon Savage

PROFESSIONAL
DEVELOPMENT CHAIR

Keith Gamache Jr.

REGISTRATION
CHAIR

Joel Garcia

VOLUNTEERS
CHAIR

Tina Leonard

YOUTH PROGRAM
CHAIR

LaTasha Clay

Brad Cohen

Lisa Hermatz

Garrett Bose

EXHIBITS
CHAIR

SPONSORSHIP
CHAIR

SOCIAL MEDIA
CHAIR

HOSPITALITY
CHAIR

Carole-Ann Bader

ADVISOR

Jennifer Willey

PROGRAM
CHAIR

Richard Hall
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ASLTA BOARD
W W W . A S L T A . O R G

Y O U R

PRESIDENT
Dr. Janice Smith-Warshaw

VICE PRESIDENT
James Wilson

SECRETARY/INTERIM
TREASURER

Dr. Jason E. Zinza

EVALUATION DIRECTOR
Dr. Amy June Rowley

PROFESSIONAL
DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR

Lorraine Flores

CHAPTERS AFFILIATION
DIRECTOR

Beatrice Pfaff

COMMUNICATIONS
DIRECTOR

David Martin

ASLHS COORDINATOR
Christine Sharkey

CONFERENCE CHAIR
Kristine Hall
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The Melmira Show: The HeART of ASL Panel

M E L I S S A  Y I N G S T

What makes a great ASL teacher? What are some of our students’ most
memorable learning moments or favorite lessons? We often wonder

what our students like and don’t like. This panel is a rare opportunity to
see the other side. Melissa Yingst  of Melmira will mediate a panel of

former and current ASL students and ask those questions for us.

 
 As a child in Southern California, Melissa

sought deep connections with other
people. As she grew, she realized she
wanted to do something more. She

ventured off to Gallaudet University to earn
her Bachelor’s in Psychology, and to Arizona

State University for her Master’s in Social
Work.Since then, she held different

positions as a social worker and school
counselor in New York City and Phoenix.
She currently teaches at CSUN. She is a
co-anchor for Tru Biz under the D-PAN

umbrella. She recently completed her terms
as a board member for Council de Manos

and Deaf Women United, where she worked
on numerous projects to dismantle white
supremacy practices. She also is the co-

founder of Alma de Muxeristas, an
organization for muxeristas who are Deaf,
DeafBlind, Deaf Disabled, Late-Deafened,

or Hard of Hearing.
 

JULY 3RD- 2:30pm - 4:00pm
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Additional Presentation: Effective Corrective Feedback for Sign Language Learners with Brenda Falgier
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SHARE
NEW IDEAS

DISCUSS A
TOPIC

PRESENT
RESEARCH

ASK
QUESTIONS

SHARE
MATERIALS

NETWORK

PROVIDE
SUPPORT

EXPLORE
TECH APPS

GET HELP

GIVE A
SURVEY

DON'T SEE A WORKSHOP
SESSION ON SOMETHING

IMPORTANT TO YOU?
THINK OUT OF THE BOX

AND HOST A SHARESHOP
SESSION!

MEET
PEERS GET INFO



The ASL Crew Youth Program is a new initiative to encourage the next generation to consider entering the ASL education field. ASLTA’s mission is to perpetuate,
preserve, and promote American Sign Language (ASL) and Deaf culture through excellence in teaching. This includes teaching ASL as a heritage or first language, as

a second language, and as part of Deaf Studies. With this in mind, youth program participants will interact with leaders and pioneers from the field, providing
workshops, trainings, and mentoring experiences to shape future leaders. This program is one that ASLTA wants to invest in for many years to come. We are

launching the ASL Crew Youth Program here in San Diego.
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Opening Ceremony: 
Be a Kid Again!

JUNE  30 ,  20 19  •  7  PM   
THE  NEW CH I LDREN 'S  MUSEUM

Be a Kid Again! An exclusive fun-packed evening for our ASLTA conference attendees

and ASLTA Entertainment Pass holders at the New Children's Museum from 7 to 10 pm

awaits you. Jon Savage Gallery's The Art of Conversation is a first look privilege

reserved strictly for our Opening Ceremony attendees. At this exciting event is an

unique group art exhibition where you can view one-of-a-kind pieces of ASL art. This

can't-miss event has food stations and cash bar courtesy of our local Deaf-owned

and deaf run catering business, Feast on This. 

 

Artists: David Call, Diana Lopez, Nancy Rourke, Jon Savage, 

Ann Silver & Jim Van Manen, Sheri Youens-Un, and possibly more. 

Open to all ages.

 

Admission included in Full Conference Registration.
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The Art of Conversation



Best wishes from the ASL Education, Deaf Education,
and Educational Interpreting Team.
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July 2nd 2019
8pm - 11pm

ASL Trivia Game
 

ASL ART CELEBRATION:
 

LIGHTS, CAMERA AND AUCTION / ASL TRIVIA GAME
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ASLTA Awards
And the award goes to.... 

 THE  ASLTA  AWARDS HONOR THE  VERY  BEST  OF

ACH IEVEMENT  IN  THE  F IE LD  OF  ASL  EDUCAT ION .  EACH

AWARD REC IP IENT  EMBODIES  THE  M ISS ION OF  ASLTA :  TO

PERPETUATE ,  PRESERVE ,  AND PROMOTE  AMER ICAN S IGN

LANGUAGE AND DEAF  CULTURE  THROUGH EXCELLENCE IN

TEACH ING.  TH IS  INCLUDES  TEACH ING ASL  AS  A  HER I TAGE

OR F IRST  LANGUAGE,  AS  A  SECOND LANGUAGE,  AND AS

PART  OF  DEAF  STUD IES .    

 

 
 

 

S T E P H E N  M .  R Y A N  T E A C H E R  O F  T H E  Y E A R  A W A R D

 

T . J .  O ' R O U R K E  M E M O R I A L  A W A R D

 

G E O R G E  V E D I T Z  A W A R D

 

C H A P T E R  E X C E L L E N C E  A W A R D

 

S P O N S O R  E X C E L L E N C E  A W A R D

 

M A R I E  J E A N  P H I L I P  M E M O R I A L  A W A R D

 

A L A N  " A L B "  B A R W I O L E K  D I S T I N G U I S H E D  S E R V I C E  A W A R D

 

I S A B E L L E  C A L V A C C A  A W A R D

 

E X C E L L E N T  S E R V I C E  A W A R D

 

I N TRODUCING ASLTA 'S  NEWEST  AWARD:

 

D R .  N A T H I E  M A R B U R Y  M E M O R I A L  A W A R D

Congrats!
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This award honors Stephen M.
Ryan (1958 – 1995), ASL

comedian, storyteller, and teacher.

1996 Alan Barwiolek

1998 Ben Bahan

2000 E. Lynn Jacobowitz

2002 Sam and Tom Holcomb

2005 Mel Carter

2007 Adonia Smith

2009 Leslie C. Greer

2011 David Martin

2013 Patrick Fischer

2015 (no recipient)

2017 April Haggard

Given to a person possessing ASLTA certification, who has

made major contributions to the cultural and humorous

aspects of ASL instruction.

T.J. O’Rourke Memorial Award

This award honors Terence
James O’Rourke, civil rights

activist, ASL teacher,
publisher, and advocate in

recognizing ASL as a
language, and a pioneer in
establishing ASL programs.

1996 MJ Bienvenu

1998 Keith Cagle

2000 Rachel Stone

2002 Mike Kemp

2005 Ella Mae Lentz

2007 Jason E. Zinza

2009 Ken Mikos

2011 Glenna Ashton

2013 Alysse Rasmussen

2015 (no recipient)

2017 Carla García-Fernández

Given to an ASLTA member who has contributed significantly

to the field of ASL teacher education.

This award honors George W.
Veditz (1861 – 1937), NAD

President remembered for his
courageous leadership, advocacy,

and efforts to preserve ASL by
spearheading a film project that

has had lasting influence.

1994 Ella Mae Lentz, Ken Mikos,

Cheri Smith

1996 Bill Newell

1998 Marie Jean Philip

2000 Bill Newell

2002 Lou Fant (posthumous)

2005 Leslie Greer

2007 Tim Owens

2009 E. Lynn Jacobowitz

2011 Larry Forestal (posthumous)

2013 Patricia G. Beech

2015 Keith Cagle

2017 Regan Thibodeau

Given to an individual in recognition of significant contributions to

the field of ASL. This is the most prestigious ASLTA award

presented to individuals in the field of ASL education. Recipients

are not necessarily members of ASLTA.

Stephen M. Ryan Teacher of the Year Award

George Veditz Award
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Established in 2013, this award is
in honor of Marie Jean Philip
 (1953 – 1997), who was an

international advocate for ASL as a
heritage and modern language for

all people. She was a noted
promotor of bilingual and bicultural

education for Deaf children..

2013 ASL Honor Society:

Howard Gilliland

Lisa Godfrey

Rhonda Leslie

Patricia McCarthy

Jason E. Zinza

2015 (no recipient)

2017 ASL That!: Joseph Wheeler
This award is given to a K-12 instructor teaching ASL as a heritage

or world language and is actively involved in expanding language

and literary opportunities outside of the classroom.

Alan “ALB” Barwiolek Distinguished Service Award

This award honors Alan Roy “ALB” Barwiolek (1952 – 1996), better
known as ALB, ASL teacher, performer, and advocate dedicated to
the ideals of to ASLTA and to service to others. Long after his term
as chair of the Evaluation and Certification program ended, he gave
freely of his professional expertise to support the certification of ASL

teachers, truly reflecting the mission and purpose of ASLTA..

1996 Isabelle Calvacca

1998 Keith Cagle, Laura Thomas,

 Chuck Gramly

2000 Ruth Sandefur

2002 Ken Mikos

2005 Chuck Gramly

2007 Rachel Stone

2009 JaNahne McReady-Johnston,

Patricia G. Beech

2011 Dorothy Wilkins

2013 Sharon Lott, Ken Mikos, Bill Newell

2015 Amy June Rowley, Glenna Ashton,

 E. Lynn Jacobowitz

2017 Keith Caglez

This award is given in recognition of an individual’s

contributions to the Evaluation program, and is selected by the

current Evaluation Chair.

TThis special award was created by the President of ASLTA in 2005
in honor of Isabelle Calvacca and her dedication to ASLTA. It is

presented to an individual who has been most helpful to the
President in accomplishing the mission and goals of ASLTA.

2005 Laura Thomas

2007 Tom Riggs

2009 Keith Cagle

2011 Barbara Hayes

2013 Cathi Bouton

2015 (no recipient)

2017 Christine Multra-Kraft

The recipient is selected by the President.

Marie Jean Philip Memorial Award

Isabelle Calvacca Award
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This award is presented to an ASLTA chapter whose leaders and
members have done an outstanding job in increasing

membership, promoting fundraising, providing professional
development activities, and promoting ASLTA.

This award is given to a for-profit company or non-profit organization
in recognition of its dedicated support and continuous service to

ASLTA and affiliated chapters.

This award is given in recognition of outstanding service to ASLTA
for special accomplishments as needed.






