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We welcome you—prominent 
educators, linguists, and ASL 
professionals from all over Utah 
and the United States to the 
conference. Our conference 
theme is ‘ASL Elevated!’, 
representing the bright future for 
ASL teaching and research. We 
would like for you to be part of our 
endeavor. We will be spending 
time together this week to 
remember our paths and also 
elevate our own journeys. 
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     Dear Members, Professionals & ASL Community Members, 

 
      Welcome to the 9th Biennial ASLTA National Conference! We’re excited for this opportunity       
      to come together in Salt Lake City, Utah for a record-breaking conference! I want to open by 

recognizing the commitment of all our active and certified members.  Your support to ASLTA and to 
advancing the profession is what keeps us strong and allows us to continue our work elevating the 
profession of ASL.  

 
Two hundred years ago ASL had its start at the first school for the Deaf in America thanks to 

Laurent Clerc and Thomas Gallaudet. Through the past two centuries, sign language has had its 
champions – teachers and administrators who established and taught at Deaf schools keeping our Deaf 
community thriving; George Veditz, Terrance J. O’Rourke, Frederick C. Schreiber, Mel Carter and other 
NAD leaders working to standardize ASL instruction with the Communication Skills Program and SIGN; 
SIGN and ASLTA Board members over the years pushing standards higher for ASL teaching and 
promoting certification of ASL teachers; ASL linguists discovering more about the inner workings of our 
language; ASL poets, performers, and visual artists and finally ASL teachers, specialists, administrators, 
mentors and professionals working on the front lines sharing the gift of ASL with students everywhere.  

 
Forty-two years ago, SIGN (Sign Instructors Guidance Network) was established, becoming 

ASLTA in 1991. Our organization’s ASL champions have worked to promote ASL learning and teaching 
standards, working through different challenges in each decade with our mission broadening as ASL 
teaching reaches more and more students - as a heritage language or second language, in kindergarten 
through high school, at colleges and universities, through Deaf studies, Interpreter training programs 
and specific ASL professions.  
 

ASLTA continues to thrive; we currently have 913 active members.  We are seeking the 
opportunity to serve more ASL professionals as we recognize ASL teaching and support can take many 
forms.  Our mission, vision statement, and core values reflect our members’ desire to promote and 
preserve American Sign Language and its culture.  As part of our mission to preserve ASL, ASLTA 
bears accountability to protect our most vulnerable – Deaf children who unfortunately continue to 
experience and encounter inequality in opportunities to learn ASL and use ASL for learning. 
 

At this conference, you’ll hear about proposed changes to the ASLTA infrastructure.  With your 
involvement, we are hoping to transit into an organization framework best suited for the current times 
including the possibility of a home office.  We look forward to some healthy dialogue on how best to do 
this so that ASLTA can be revitalized and relevant to today’s issues and serve ASL professionals 
everywhere.  Let’s celebrate 200 years of ASL at this record-breaking conference, and plan for the next 
200 years! Our success is only possible through your generous donations of time, talent and treasure.  
 
Thank you all for your support!   
 

Sincerely, 

 
Arlene Garcia Gunderson 
ASLTA Board President 
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DawnSignPress continues to support ASLTA and all the wonderful ASL teachers 

who dedicate their hearts to mold and lead young minds with one goal in 

mind … To preserve and support the use of quality ASL for future generations!

Stop by our booth
and see our specials! 
• Price reduction savings on these favorite

Signing Naturally products!

• Find out how to get annual access to

ALL levels of the Signing Naturally series

student video libraries!

• Learn more about teacher training videos

for Signing Naturally Units 7-12 on Vimeo!

It’s all for you from DawnSignPress!

Celebrating 200 years
of ASL in Deaf Education!



	

Rosa Lee Timm 
Opening Keynote 

Wednesday, June 28; 6:00 PM

ASL Musicality: Why It Matters 
As a culturally Deaf person who adores music, Rosa Lee will 
explore the role music plays in ASL and Deaf culture, 
ultimately addressing whether it benefits ASL as an 
instructional tool. Current trends in signed music videos will 
be spotlighted as well as a range of song translation 
approaches that calls for more research. 

Rosa Lee is a performance artist known mostly for her YouTube ASL  music 
videos, her work as a solo performer of The Rosa Lee Show, and  as a lead 
actress in ASL Films’ feature film,  Versa Effect.  She also  co-founded an  e-
magazine for the signing community called, “KISSFIST”; Besides performing, she 
works as an American Sign Language teacher in Bay Area as well as being a 
mom to her two young children.

Marvin T. Miller 
Endnote 

Saturday, July 1; 6:30 PM

The Untapped Power of Deafhood and 
Reframing in ASL Teaching 
For over 135 years, our community has struggled how to 
bring about several key paradigm shifts on how our people 
are viewed by the world. As ASL teachers, you represent our 
community as a first line of contact with hearing people who 
want to learn more about American Sign Language and our 
Deaf culture. What should you be doing in order to have 
significant and meaningful impact on their collective 
worldview and succeed in creating new allies in our fight for 
ASL, Deaf culture and the well being of the Deaf people all 
over? Once you understand the power of reframing and 
Deafhood, we will begin to see long lasting and positive 
change for all. 

Marvin T. Miller has taught over 600 hours of Deafhood classes which began 
during his term as president of the Indiana Association of the Deaf in January 
2011. A dynamic and powerful presenter, Marvin currently teaches Deafhood 
101 and 201 classes as well as Deafhood and Allies workshops all over the 
country. His prior accomplishments include launching several monthly 
newspapers of, for and by the Deaf and signing community including: The Deaf 
Michigander and DeafNation (www.deafnation.com); he later helped launch 
SignNews with Communication Services for the Deaf. Marvin has worked in 
media, video relay service and he has consulted with organizations on business 
development. He is a founding board member of the Deafhood Foundation. He 
is currently attending Gallaudet University pursuing a degree in Deaf Studies. 
 Marvin lives in Washington, D.C., with his four Deaf children where he enjoys 
thinking about how to create a better future for the Deaf and ASL community.

ASLTA Conference 2017
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Dr. Carla García 
Fernández 
Changemaker 

Friday, June 29; 9:00 AM

Language of the Oppressor: A Call to Action 
Through Transformational Change and the 
Language of the Oppressed 
Carla will briefly discuss historical politics of language in the 
United States and its deep rooted ideology which impacts 
the oppressed both academically and socially by assailing 
their multiple intersectional identities. Paulo Freire’s concept 
of conscientzação is followed by a discussion of some 
specific actions to achieve and sustain transformational 
change. 

Carla García-Fernández, born to hearing parents, grew up in a home 
environment where both Spanish and English were spoken. ASL was added 
over the years. Carla has taught ASL to hearing students and parents at the 
university, college, and community class levels. Additionally, her internship 
experience at the Sethasatian School for the Deaf in Bangkok, Thailand, 
transformed her views about how languages should be taught. Carla holds a BS 
in Home Economics (Family and Child Studies): Child Development from 
Gallaudet University, an MA in Language, Reading and Culture: Bilingual and 
Multicultural Education from the University of Arizona, and a doctorate in 
Curriculum and Instruction: Cultural Studies in Education and graduate portfolio 
in Mexican American Studies from the University of Texas at Austin. Carla’s 
research interests center around multiple intersectional identities, social justice, 
critical race studies, Deaf-Latinx critical studies, and multilingual/multicultural 
education. Several years ago, Carla co-founded Teachers for Social Justice: 
Deaf Learners, Inc.

Dr. Curt Radford 
Changemaker 

Saturday, July 1; 9:00 AM

The Efficacy of Teaching ASL Online 
In this presentation, you will learn about teaching an ASL 
course online effectively using LMS (learning management 
system). You will also learn about some issues that need to 
be addressed prior to establishing an ASL online course, 
which may help you make informed decisions. We will also 
discuss important features that are necessary for teaching 
ASL online. The purpose of this presentation is to show 
universities and community colleges that developing an ASL 
online course is possible if developed appropriately. 

Dr. Curt Radford is currently a full-time instructor of ASL/Deaf Education at Utah 
State University.  His primary responsibility, other than teaching, has been the 
development of the on-line American Sign Language (ASL) program and 
coordinating the American Sign Language Laboratory. Prior to teaching at Utah 
State University he was the principal of Sequoia School for the Deaf and Hard of 
Hearing in Mesa, Arizona.  In addition, he aided in the development of and 
oversaw a parent organization called East Valley Families with Deaf children in 
Mesa, Arizona. He is married to Jodi Smith-Radford. He and his wife are the 
proud parents of four children, Madison, Brennan, Jackson, and Bryson. He is 
married to Jodi Smith-Radford.

ASLTA Conference 2017
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@GoReactforASL

GoReactforASL

Easy video feedback
for ASL classes

Easy student recording

Use equipment you already have,
such as a webcam or smartphone.

Enter time-coded
text and video comments

Auto-pause video when you type 
or record a video comment.

Review and improve

Participants see comments 
precisely when you intended 

during video playback.

Visit us at
 ASLTA Elevated!

to learn more

Instructors can give 
feedback in English 
or ASL

All comments 
are time-coded

Students record 
video of their
ASL practice 
with a webcam
or smartphone

VP (801) 615-2966 | Tel (801) 717-3499 
asl@goreact.com | goreact.com/asl
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Presenters Biographies & Abstracts - Thursday

Bruce Bucci & Andrew Bottoms
ASL immersion program for 

Deaf Education Teachers and 
Education Interpreters

A Different Approach to
Teaching ASL for Better 

Retention
June 29 - 10:15am
Tag: ASL, Admin, Deaf Studies

June 29 - 10:15am
Tag: L2

This workshop will outline the theories, ap-
plications and results of an innovative and 
successful ASL immersion program for 
Deaf Education Teachers and Education 
Interpreters. We will detail an approach 
to teaching and learning that includes a 
special focus on the grammar of ASL, flu-
ency in production, and enhanced recep-
tive skills. This approach uses a creative 
combination of video and live language 
opportunities to enhance language at-
titude plan, production skills, receptive 
skills, ASL analysis, advanced vocabulary, 
syntax, and register variation in ASL (for-
mal, consultative, informal and intimate). 
The workshop will outline a successful 
curriculum that integrates these language- 
based goals along with cultural discourse 
identities that lend themselves to more 
effective use of ASL and understanding 
about the role of culture and collaboration 
in successful alliances. We will showcase 
hands on activities and model ideas that 
have generated positive outcomes with-
out compromising high expectations for 
language skills and cultural sensitivity.

SIGN WITH ROBERT is a new and excit-
ing teaching tool for educators, students, 
parents, and individuals of all levels who 
wish to improve their signing skills and 
knowledge about Deaf culture. Featur-
ing acclaimed Deaf actor/ASL consultant  
Robert DeMayo, SIGN WITH ROBERT 
provides over 15 hours of engaging and  
informative lessons on wide-ranging topics 
such as science signs, business  vocabu-
lary, ASL stories for young children, unique 
insights into Deaf culture, receptive prac-
tice, Deaf history and much more! Each of 
the 30 episodes is 25 minutes long, with 
each episode segmented into 4-6 minute 
chapters based on specific topics. The se-
ries is directed by award-winning filmmak-
er Hilari Scarl (See What I’m Saying, No 
Ordinary Hero) and is available to stream 
to your entire school, download for your 
classroom or view on our 10-DVD collec-
tion. The ASLTA presentation will show 
clips from the series and provide teaching 
tools, games and topics for discussion.

Mr. Bruce Bucci has worked in the field of Deaf Education for 
20 years as a teacher, team leader, workshop presenter (Deaf 
Education, Leadership and Organizational Change), ASL storytell-
er, and Instructor (McDaniel College, Holy Cross College, Rhode 
Island College and Boston University). He has a BA from Rhode 
Island College, a MEd from McDaniel College and an EdS from 
Gallaudet University. He currently teaches Deaf Education Practi-
cum, Deaf Literature, ASL Literature, Deaf Culture and History, 
and American Sign Language (ASL) as a second language. Mr. 
Bucci’s research includes the impact of a teacher’s ASL fluency 
skills in content area on Deaf students’ learning achievements 
in each content area. Currently, he serves as Director of Deaf 
Studies programs and Co- Advisor for the Deaf Studies Club.

Robert DeMayo is a Connecticut-born  actor, educator and 
ASL consultant  currently residing in Philadelphia. Robert at-
tended the National Technical Institute for the Deaf in Roch-
ester, New York and toured professionally with Sunshine 
Too, Cleveland Sign Stage Theatre and the Tony Award-win-
ning National Theatre of the Deaf. He is one of the subjects 
of See What I’m Saying: The Deaf Entertainers Documentary.

Andrew R. Bottoms was born and raised in a Deaf family from 
North Carolina. American Sign Language (ASL) is his native lan-
guage. Bottoms graduated from Gallaudet University with two 
bachelor degrees, one in American Sign Language (ASL) and 
the other in Deaf Studies. When the Masters in Sign Language 
Teaching program was unveiled at Gallaudet University, he took 
the amazing opportunity to further his career in the study of ASL. 
Bottoms is driven by his passion and fervor toward teaching ASL 
and his values in the sharing of the language and culture embod-
ied by ASL. His specialization lies in the sphere of ASL Literature.

Hilari Scarl directed the award-winning feature See What I’m 
Saying: The Deaf Entertainers Documentary, was featured on 
Steven Spielberg’s On the Lot, produced shows for CBS, TLC, 
Court TV, Fox and the History Channel  and performed as a voic-
ing actress with the Tony Award-winning National Theatre of the 
Deaf with  Robert DeMayo. She produced No Ordinary Hero: 
The SuperDeafy Movie with John Maucere and Marlee Matlin.

Robert DeMayo & Hilari Scarl

http://www.signwithrobert.com/

ASL COURSE, ME DEVELOP 
ONLINE ME???

June 29 - 10:15am
Tag: Technology

Developing or creating an effective hybrid/
blended/flipped ASL course can be intimi-
dating. In this interactive workshop, the fol-
lowing questions will be addressed. What 
does an effective hybrid ASL course look 
like? What content should be taught online 
and what should be taught in the traditional 
face-to-face class? How and when do the 
instructor and students interact with each 
other online? How do we build this format 
with effective online materials? Does this in-
structional method support mastery of the 
course content and progression to higher 
levels of fluency? Along with addressing 
these questions, information on how to 
develop a hybrid course will be present-
ed, including a demonstration of a hybrid 
ASL I course developed by the presenter 
The goal of this workshop is to encourage 
ASL instructors to consider the benefits 
and challenges of creating hybrid courses.

Elizabeth (Beth) Siebert is an Assistant Professor in the ASL/
Interpreting Department at St. Catherine University in St. Paul, 
MN - one of only 13 BA programs in the nation accredited by 
the CCIE (Commission on Collegiate Interpretevr Education). She 
has been teaching ASL for over 30 years. In addition to academic 
degrees from Gallaudet University, she holds a national certifica-
tion in ASL instruction from ASLTA. She has authored numerous 
workbooks for students that in CD format that serve as supple-
mental texts in ASL courses. She also has expanded this work 
to include the conversion of the department’s beginning ASL 
course to a hybrid format and the first ASL I course launched 
in Fall 2015. She is currently developing the hybrid for ASL II.

Bradley E. Neubarth is a native ASL signer from Minnesota.  He 
was raised in a farming community in a hearing family.  Brad has 
taught American Sign Language classes at the University of Minne-
sota since 2004.  In addition to his full-time teaching position with 
the University of Minnesota, he holds an adjunct faculty position at 
St. Catherine University for 11 years.  He is passionately committed 
to his students’ success and providing them the valuable experi-
ence cross-cultural learning.  Outside of teaching, Brad is deeply 
involved as a community leader in the Twin Cities Deaf Community.  
He enjoys gardening and spending time with family and friends.

Beth Siebert & Bradley 
Neubarth
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Introduce Your Students to ASL 
Classifiers

June 29 - 10:15am
Tag: L2

Are you looking for more effective ways 
to incorporate teaching ASL classifiers 
in your ASL classes? Many ASL teach-
ers have developed additional lessons in 
teaching ASL classifiers but feel some-
thing is missing and are looking for new 
ideas on how to emphasize ASL classi-
fiers in their teaching. This presentation 
will discuss basic information on classifi-
ers and offer some ideas in teaching ASL 
classifiers such as teaching strategies, 
technology use, activities, and evalua-
tions. The Deaf presenter will demonstrate 
how he connects his ASL classifiers les-
sons to the Signing Naturally textbooks.

Anthony Isaacs is culturally Deaf, and he currently is teach-
ing ASL at the University of Kentucky. He has obtained his two 
bachelor’s degrees from Gallaudet University and his master’s 
degree in Deaf Education at McDaniel College in Maryland. He 
has taught at the college level since 2008. He loves signing ABC 
stories and has posted some of his ABC stories on Facebook.

Anthony Isaacs
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Christine Multra Kraft
Mastering the ASL 

Conversation: Teaching and 
Discussing ASL Conversation 

Regulators

Community Connections at 
Fresno State: Deaf Space and 

Service Learning

June 29 - 10:15am
Tag: ASL Linguistics

June 29 - 10:15am
Tag: Social Justice

Opening with a dissection of conversation-
al dynamics and how culture impacts con-
versation behavior, strategies to teach and 
practice this in all levels of ASL classes will 
be discussed.   Guiding students in their 
explorations of conversation functions 
through video work, observation/labelling, 
and guided practice pays off with students 
more confident in their ASL interactions.  
Both one-on-one and group conversation 
mastery practice activities can be integrat-
ed into lesson plans.  Strategies for teach-
ing students to explore and learn specific 
vocabulary/NMM for opening, introducing, 
switching topics; maintaining conversa-
tions; holding the floor; interrupting; back-
channelling; and closing dialogues will be 
shared along with assessment techniques.

Many hearing undergraduate students are 
taking American Sign Language classes 
at California State University, Fresno, also 
popularly known as Fresno State. More 
and more frequently, hearing students 
are attending ASL Level Four classes, 
in which deaf-friendly design outside of 
the classroom is not well-understood or 
implemented. “Deaf Space and Service 
Learning” is a set of principles which pro-
vide an in-depth understanding of com-
munication and Deaf culture outside of 
the classroom. ASL IV students must at-
tend a “Deaf Space” room where the use 
of ASL-only is required. These students 
also need to complete 15 or more service 
learning hours by participating at the local 
Deaf and Hard of Hearing Services Center 
(DHHSC) and the Fresno State ASL Club’s 
community events. Primarily, the idea of 
establishing these community connec-
tions is what guided the deaf-friendly de-
sign experience outside of the classroom.

Christine Multra Kraft, MA, CDI, ASLTA Professional, has 
been passionate about ASL and Language development for 
the past 24 years.  She serves as Professional Development 
chair on the National ASLTA Board and is a faculty member at 
the Sorenson VRS Interpreting Institute.  Christine is pursuing 
her doctorate in Applied Linguistics at Ball State University, lives 
near Indianapolis, and enjoys a continuing series of family adven-
tures with her husband, Roger, and their four C/KODA children.

Dr. Janice Smith-Warshaw is an Assistant Professor at the Cali-
fornia State University, Fresno. Prior to working at Fresno State, she 
was the Superintendent at the Illinois School for the Deaf (ISD) from 
2013 to 2015. She was the principal of several different programs 
over the years in Early Childhood Education, High School, 5th Year 
post-HS program, Physical Education, and was also the Curriculum 
Supervisor at the California School for the Deaf, Riverside, for 13 
years. Dr. Smith-Warshaw received her B.S. in Management Sci-
ence from the University of South Carolina, M.A. in Deaf Educa-
tion from McDaniel College (formerly Western Maryland College), 
Ed.S. in Change Leadership from Gallaudet University, and Ed.D. in 
Leadership for Educational Justice from the University of Redlands.

Dr. Janice Smith-Warshaw
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Presenters Biographies & Abstracts - Thursday

Brandon Hill
Raising the Bar: Setting a 

Standard for Academic ASL
June 29 - 1:00pm 
Tag: L1, L2

The aim of this workshop is to introduce 
the concept of a standard in the in the 
recording and preservation of academ-
ic ASL. There are various written formats 
for academic reports (i.e. APA, MLA) 
however, there is a lack of any standard-
ized format for signed languages in aca-
demia. Since signed languages are visual, 
there are different parameters to consider. 
This workshop will explore those param-
eters and the importance of establish-
ing standards for ASL in academia, as 
well as teaching technical skills that can 
be used to implement such a standard.

Brandon Hill was the third Deaf child born to a large family. Grow-
ing up, he lived in many different places, but ultimately attended 
and graduated from Minnesota State Academy of the Deaf. Upon 
graduation, he attended Gallaudet University, in Washington, DC 
where he earned a bachelor’s degree in graphic design and a mas-
ter’s degree in Sign Language Education. Brandon works full-time 
as the ASL Advisor for Convo. He has been an instructor for several 
years, teaching ASL classes at local universities and Sign Language 
Media Production in the MASLT program at Gallaudet University. 
Brandon is happily married and adores his wife and two children.

Casey Bond
Encouraging Language
Development Through
Activities, Games, and 

Experiences
June 29 - 1:00pm, July 1 - 4:00pm
Tag: L2

Learn how to get your students sign-
ing more by creating games and activ-
ities that encourage different aspects 
of the language.  Your instruction can 
be better cemented by the incorpo-
ration of activities.  Also, learn culture 
through creating different experiences 
that allow students to feel and understand 
what the Deaf community is all about.

Casey Bond is a Teacher, CODA, Interpreter, and Entrepreneur.  
He has taught in High School and Colleges around Utah.  He has 
presented about engaging students, assessing language ability, 
creating successful homework, and steps to language acquisition 
at a variety of conferences.  He is an ACTFL certified proficiency 
rater.  He is also a part of a team to assess language levels for 
ASL and aligning them with ACTFL standards at www.aslfai.com.

Round Table Discussion on ASL 
Curriculum & Instruction

June 29 - 1:00pm
Tag: Curriclum

In spring 2015, a nationwide survey of ASL 
Instructors at the postsecondary level on 
American Sign Language Curriculum and 
Materials was conducted. Some ques-
tions the survey addressed included cur-
riculum utilized as well as perceived gaps. 
The three most widely used curriculum 
indicated from survey results were Sign-
ing Naturally, Master ASL and Learning 
American Sign Language. This round-ta-
ble discussion will engage participants in 
open dialogue based on survey results 
and garner ideas and feedback regarding 
ASL curriculum, instruction and perceived 
gaps and in order to generate new ideas 
and approaches for instructors to utilize.

April Haggard is a Lecturer in the department of the Education of 
the Deaf and Hard of Hearing and Educational Interpreting program 
in the department of Theory & Practice in the Teacher Education at 
the University of Tennessee, Knoxville, TN. She has been teach-
ing ASL for 15 years. She was previously employed at Maryville 
College as a coordinator and teaching all of levels of ASL. She is 
President of Tennessee Association of the Deaf and is very active 
leader within this organization serving different offices. She has 
MA degree from Gallaudet University in Sign Language Education.

Michelle Swaney is a Lecturer in the Education of the Deaf 
and Hard of Hearing and Educational Interpreting programs in 
the department of Theory & Practice in Teacher Education at 
the University of Tennessee. Michelle is RID nationally certified 
interpreter, Coordinator of the Sign Language Proficiency In-
terview (SLPI) at the University of Tennessee, and has consider-
able experience in making online technology accessible for Deaf 
and Hard of Hearing individuals. She has 22 years of experience 
in the field of deafness and her research interests include Amer-
ican Sign Language (curriculum, materials, teaching, and flipped 
classroom approach) as well as online education and accessibility.

April Haggard & Michelle 
Swaney
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Using Holidays to teach ASL
June 29 - 1:00pm 
Tag: L2

Holidays come and go but are an excit-
ing times to be celebrated. Students en-
joy discussing holidays and can make the 
conversation more meaningful and rele-
vant.  Ever consider incorporating holidays 
into your instructional time rather than 
mentioning on the actual day? Enjoy ex-
panding your curriculum with holiday ac-
tivities.  This workshop will be hands on 
for the participants.  The activities include 
paper and pencil, independent and group 
work, YouTube segments and others.  Par-
ticipants will have an opportunity to per-
form some activities. Holidays include Hal-
loween, Thanksgiving, and winter events.

Patricia McCarthy has been an ASL teacher over 20 years at the 
high school and college levels.  Patricia was one of the original mem-
bers of the ASL National Honor Society in 2006 and is currently the 
Membership Coordinator. Teaching has rarely felt like a burden, but 
a way to share her passion for the language.  Over the years, McCa-
rthy has presented at FASLTA, OASLTA and ASLTA on various topics 
from “Grouping & Paring Students” to “GLOG-for-for”.  She happily 
shares materials in the hopes of raising the bar of ASL instruction. 
McCarthy was awarded teacher of the month by Long Island 12 
News and Dowling college. Contact her at DeafinitelyASL@aol.com.

Patricia McCarthy
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Damon Johnson
Flexing students out: A 

Personalized Approach to 
Second Language Instruction in 

High School Settings
June 29 - 1:00pm
Tag: L2

Over the years, the climate of classroom 
instruction has been uniform with mini-
mal changes to how we teach students. 
Shifting the focus from teacher-centered 
instruction to a student-centered learning 
experience by implementing comprehen-
sive pedagogical and technological oppor-
tunities, providing a personalized learning 
experience for each student. A personal 
journey of imagining, designing, imple-
menting and redesigning a personalized 
learning approach allowing students to 
personally develop skills and achieve ac-
ademic success. The workshop expands 
on the concept of personalized learning 
discussing the roles teachers and stu-
dents are assigned and the comprehen-
sive approach to personalized learning fa-
cilitating technology and lesson planning.

Damon Johnson, MA, is an ASL Teacher and Deaf Mentor. 
He currently teaches at Chanhassen High School, MN. His past 
teaching experiences include; St. Paul College, Anoka Ramsey 
Community College, and North Hennepin Community College. 
Damon has presented various workshops on: “Deaf Mentor: 
Who ME?!,” “Familialism,” “ASL: The Beauty of Language and 
Culture,” “Subtle Changes Makes All the Difference: Dynam-
ic Connotations of Semantics,” and “Classifier Depiction: More 
Than Just Handshapes,” He has a Master’s Degree in Educa-
tion from Capella University and a Master’s Degree in Sign Lan-
guage Eduction from Gallaudet University. He resides in the 
northern suburbs of Twin Cities with his wife and four children.

Design a Computer-Based Test 
for American Sign Language 

Courses
June 29 - 1:00pm
Tag: Technology

Educational programs are shifting their 
assessment designs from paper-pencil 
testing (PPT) to computer-based testing 
(CBT). There are concerns regarding the 
differences between deploying PPT and 
CBT types of tests. Students taking the 
CBT may have an advantage due to their 
ability to replay videos multiple times. The 
findings from research indicate little or no 
significant differences in grade scores be-
tween PPT and CBT. Evidence shows that 
students are more motivated taking CBT 
rather than taking PPT. One advantage 
of taking CBT is that it reduces students’ 
anxiety. Currently, educators are question-
ing their assessment designs and asking, 
“How do we, as educators, design a com-
puter-based test that is accessible, reliable 
and valid for ASL courses?” This workshop 
will discuss several valid assessment de-
sign options that increases practicality, reli-
ability, and authenticity for ASL instruction.

Nicholas Lalanne is a Deaf instructor of Deaf Studies pro-
gram at Holyoke Community College in Massachusetts. His 
past teaching experience includes Springfield Technical Com-
munity College, Community College of Vermont in Rutland, 
VT, and Southern Vermont College. He has a Master’s degree 
in Sign Language Education from Gallaudet University. He re-
sides in southeastern Vermont with his wife and four children.

Nicholas Lalanne
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Bo Clements
Nuisances in American Sign 

Language: How to De-Oralize 
Your Signing

June 29 - 3:00pm
Tag: Deaf Studies, Instruction

This workshop will discuss some com-
monly used signs that can be bothersome 
to those using ASL, for example, signs 
whose productions can have oral/aural 
influence.  Reasons for these changes in 
production will be discussed, and different 
signs have shown to be identified.  It has 
to do with the historically evolved signs 
from the post-oralism to the period of the 
oralism.  The goal of this workshop is to 
reduce the nuisances in American Sign 
Language to get back on the right track of 
the originality of American Sign Language.  
The audience can share it to disagree or 
agree with these signs to be standardized.

Bo Clements is from Tampa, Florida. He is a currently president of 
the Florida American Sign Language Teachers Association, Inc.  Also, 
He is the southeast regional director of ASLTA chapters. He holds 
ASLTA Professional level certification.  He has taught ASL studies at 
the University of South Florida for going on 19th year.  Bo is a grad-
uate of Gallaudet University with a B.A. degree and also holds an 
M.S. degree from Florida State University. He is active in the Tampa 
Bay Deaf Community, and presents workshops at FASLTA, FFLA, 
and local businesses, such as Chase Corporate – Banks, to edu-
cate their employees about Deaf Culture and how best to communi-
cate with their Deaf and Hard of Hearing co-workers and customers 
via ASL. Bo loves Modern Art, collecting Tiki figures, going to the 
beach, and traveling. He is a proudly daddy of DODA (Dog of Deaf 
Adult) - Ryley, a golden retriever. Ryley already knows 15+ signs.

The Status of Sign Language 
Instruction in Institutions of 

Higher Education: 1982-2016
June 29 - 3:00pm
Tag: Research, L2

A few short surveys published in 1982 and 
1984 marked the beginning of research 
on teaching sign language in post-sec-
ondary institutions. In 1994-1995, this 
researcher collected data from over 300 
colleges and universities where sign lan-
guage was taught, providing a baseline 
of data on the structure, content, teach-
ing, administration, and resources in 
post-secondary sign language programs. 
In 2004, she conducted a follow-up sur-
vey to see what changes had occurred 
in the 10-year interim, and she repeated 
the study again in 2016.  This presentation 
will compare data across more than three 
decades, showing how ASL has emerged 
as an academic subject on campuses 
around the United States, and how this is 
impacted by the presence of Deaf teach-
ers and administrators, and advances in 
technology and curricula.  Data include 
descriptive and comparative information 
on institutions, faculty (gender, hearing 
status, age, minority status, teaching ex-
perience), program content and resourc-
es, administrative oversight, and more.

Sheryl Cooper is an Associate Professor and the Coordinator of 
the Deaf Studies Program at Towson University in MD. She was the 
founding coordinator of this program in 2000, and has been its coor-
dinator since that time.  She earned her Ph.D. from Gallaudet Univer-
sity in Educational Supervision and Administration, Master’s degree 
from New York University in Deafness Rehabiliation, and Bachelor’s 
degree from the University of Pennsylvania in Communication.  She 
has been a certified interpreter since 1980, and taught in the Inter-
preter Preparation Program at the Community College of Baltimore 
County for 18 years. She is a member of RID, PCRID, NAD, the 
Maryland Association of the Deaf, the American Association of the 
Deafblind, and the Metro Washington Association of the Deafblind. 
She chaired the 2006 AADB Conference at Towson University.

Dr. Sheryl Cooper

ASL Language Mentoring: More 
than just giving feedback! 

Strategies from a Language 
Mentoring team.

June 29 - 3:00pm
 Tag: L2, Professional Development

ASL Language mentors form professional 
relationships with people wanting to get di-
rect support with their ASL abilities.  Like a 
personal trainer, the ASL Language mentor 
works with their mentee to create a indi-
vidualized skill development program that 
builds up on their available skills, focuses 
on filling in the knowledge/ability gaps and 
helps them push the limit on what they 
can do.  A key component to successful 
mentoring is to foster the mentee’s ability 
to evaluate their own progress and make 
decisions about priorities and goals.  The 
mentor provides guidance and support, 
helping to create objectives leading into 
the pair choosing specific tasks/assign-
ments aimed at developing skills.  Reflec-
tion and re-assessment of their abilities/
progress needs to be done by the mentee 
regularly with discussion with the mentor 
to ensure the mentoring stays on track.
 
The VRSII Language Mentoring team will 
share their experiences with creating suc-
cessful mentoring relationships, tips for 
adapting ASL classroom activities into a 
one-on-one skill development series, plus 
specific ways to enable and inspire the men-
tee to honestly assess their own skills and 
apply their energy toward positive growth.

The VRS Interpreting Institute (VRSII) Language Mentor team 
includes: Samond Bishara MA, CDI; Leslie Janda Decker, MA, DI; Tim 
Gough MA; Shanna Grossinger MA; Christine Multra Kraft MA, CDI, 
ASLTA Prof; Robin O’Brien MA; and Max Williamson, MA, DI, ASLTA 
Qualified. The team mentors interpreters for two VRSII programs: 
Pathways Internship Program (a VRS internship) and COMPASS 
(training program for Deaf-parented interpreters). Combined, this 
group has over 120 years experience teaching and working with ASL.

VRSII Language Mentoring 
Team
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David Solis & Melody Hull
Coursework Meets Practice in 

the Lab: Take Your ASL Classes 
to the Next Level

Transforming Your Students 
Into Life-Long ASL 

Communicators

Finding and Applying ASL 
Videotexts for Classroom Use

June 29 - 3:00pm, June 30 - 1:00pm
Tag: Teaching Strategies, L2, 
Technology

June 29 - 3:00pm
Tag: Teaching Strategies, Interpreting, 
Community

June 29 - 3:00pm, June 30 - 4:30pm
Tag: Education, Technology

Are your students meeting their poten-
tial? Do you make effective use of learn-
ing outside of the classroom? Do you 
want to maximize student engagement? 
If you want to know how to get the most 
benefit for your students join us for an 
informative session on getting the most 
out of your department’s ASL lab! San 
Antonio College is a nationally accredit-
ed program and we will share best prac-
tices from our 20 plus years of effective 
use of classroom activities and teaching 
with supplemental work in the ASL lab.

Problem: Over a million high school and 
college students take ASL courses annu-
ally, but most lose their skills after complet-
ing their courses. If students retained and 
used their ASL skills, imagine what a won-
derful ASL-Elevated world we would live in!
 
Program: This workshop will give partic-
ipants the tools they need to transform 
their students into life-long ASL commu-
nicators by: 

1. Helping ASL students incorporate 
stronger motivating reasons and Deaf 
Gain concepts into their learning process-
es.

2. Teaching through a task-based com-
municative approach that involves ALL 
ASL students in class activities.

3. Showing students how to use fiction-
al and historical storytelling to develop  
fluency in ASL.

The use of literature is believed to be one 
of the keys in learning a language.  There 
is an explosion of available ASL videos on 
DVD, YouTube, and websites with ASL 
vlogs in recent years.  How would you be 
able to use them to your advantage in the 
ASL classroom?  They can be used as a 
learning resource to enhance the teaching 
and learning process in schools.  We are 
facing a rising generation who are tech 
savvy and relies on internet applications 
and social networks for information.  The 
workshop suggests a five-step process:  
finding a videotext, record a vocabulary 
list, identifying its linguistic features, as-
signing text to category or categories, and 
creating relevant activities.  The workshop 
will include an explanation of key concepts 
and a demonstration.  The participants will 
then participate in a sample videotext us-
ing the same approach and to discuss their 
experiences at the end of the workshop.

David Solis has worked as the ASL lab director for 15 
years.  He is very creative with activities to do involving stu-
dents.  David is a master at meeting them at their level.  His lab 
is a very safe place to practice what is done in the classroom. 

Melody Hull holds ASLTA Professional Certification. She 
has been teaching ASL for more than 25 years.  Her pas-
sion is the beginning semester, ASL 1.   She works with Da-
vid to think of ways to support and encourage those beginners.

Dr. Don Bangs has been teaching ASL, Deaf Studies, ASL Lin-
guistics and Bilingual Education for over fifty years. He has orga-
nized numerous teacher-training programs and workshops in the 
U.S. as well as in Brazil, Malaysia, Singapore, and Thailand.  He 
is the creator of a new textbook series, My ASL Book , Levels 1, 
2, and 3 and a companion website www.myasltube.com, both 
of which have been transforming ASL instruction in schools, col-
leges and universities across the U.S.A. He holds a Doctorate in 
Dramatic Literature (ASL focus), two Master’s Degrees in Deaf 
Education and in Television and Film (ASL focus), and a Gradu-
ate Certificate in Second/Foreign Language Teaching from U.C., 
Berkeley. He has developed 13 plays about the Deaf cultural 
experience, all of them produced in various locations in the U.S.

Keith Gamache, Jr. is a native Californian and is well-traveled 
through the states.  He is Deaf of Deaf parents and has a large 
number of Deaf relatives.  He graduated from California School 
for the Deaf in Riverside.  He has a bachelors’ degree in history 
and a masters’ degree in teaching.  He is currently a doctorate 
student studying interpretation at Gallaudet University.  He main-
tains a professional ASLTA certification and a CDI certification. 
He has taught courses in ASL, Deaf Studies, and Interpreting 
for twenty years.  He works as a freelance interpreter and gives 
presentations on the side.   He currently teaches ASL at Irvine 
Valley College in Irvine, CA.  He is married with four children.

Dr. Don Bangs Keith Gamache, Jr.
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Schedule of Events

8:00 am - 5:00 pm
8:00 am - 5:00 pm
8:00 am - 5:00 pm

Monday, June 26
Tuesday, June 27
Wednesday, June 28

Work Session

ASLTA Board Meeting
Boardroom

Wednesday, June 28

Saturday, July 1
Friday, June 30

Exhibits Hours

1:00 pm - 5:00 pm
Set-up
8:00 am - 6:00 pm
8:00 am - 4:30 pm

Salons A-C

Tuesday, June 27

*Meet and Greet (Open to Public) from 9:00 am - 10:00 pm

Wednesday, June 28
Thursday, June 29
Friday, June 30
Saturday, July 1

8:00 am - 6:00 pm
8:00 am - 6:00 pm
8:00 am - 6:00 pm

12:00 pm - 6:00 pm*

Conference Registration Hours

8:00 am - 4:30 pm

Salons C-E Foyer

Snowbird-Brighton

Snowbird-Brighton

Salons G-J and Deer Valley I & II

Salons G-J and Deer Valley I & II

Canyons

Canyons

Salons D-F

Salons D-F

Salons D-F

Salons D-F

Salons D-F

Salons D-F

Off Site

Off Site

Salons I-J

Salons D-F

9:00 am - 12:00 pm

1:00 am - 5:00 pm

12:00 pm - 1:00 pm

6:00 pm - 10:30 pm

Lunch (on your own)

Welcome/Reception

ASLTA Luncheon

Keynote Speaker: Rosa Lee Timm 
“ASL Musicallty: Why It Matters”

Dr. Sam Supalla
“200 Years of American Sign Lanuage: An Odyssey”

Pre-Conference
Sign Naturally Workshop

Authors

Pre-Conference
Sign Naturally Workshop

Authors

Pre-Conference
GoReact

Representatives

Pre-Conference
GoReact

Representatives

ASLHS Board Meeting

ASLHS Board Meeting

Time Room

Room

Wednesday, June 28

Thursday, June 29

7:00 am - 8:15 am

8:15 am - 9:00 am

9:00 am - 10:00 am

10:00 am - 10:15 am

11:45 am - 12:50 pm

5:30 pm - 6:30 pm

7:00 pm - 8:00 pm

4:30 pm - 5:30 pm

2:30 pm - 3:00 pm

3:00 pm - 4:25 pm

10:15 am - 11:40 am

1:00 pm - 2:25 pm

Teacher Shareshop: Focusing on High School Teaching & Materials by ASL Honor Society Sponsor

ASLTA Business Meeting #1

Forum on Proposed Infrastructure Changes

Dinner (on your own)
ASLTA Chapter Dinner

Evelina Gaina: One Woman Show
Deaf Community

Entertainment

ASL Honor Society Dinner

Arlene Garcia Gunderson: Diversity in ASL Teaching

Reserved for ASLHS sponors

Breakfast

Break

Panel Discussion

Break

Time

Siebert & Neubarth
(Technology)

Smith-Warshaw
(Social Justice)

Isaacs
(L2)

Multra Kraft
(ASL Linguistics)

DeMayo & Scarl
(L2)

Bucci & Bottoms
(ASL, Admin, Deaf Studies)

Salons I-J Snowbird-Brighton Salon GDeer Valley I & II SolitudeSalon H
9 9 9 10

ASL Immersion Program 
for Deaf Education 

Teachers and Education 
Interpreters

A Different Approach to 
Teaching ASL for Better 

Retention

“ASL COURSE, ME 
DEVELOP ONLINE 

ME???”

Mastering the ASL 
Conversation - Teaching 

and Discussing ASL 
Conversation Regulators

Community Connections 
at Fresno State_Deaf 
Space and Service 

Learning

Introduce Your Students 
to ASL Classifiers

Hill
(L1, L2)

Lalanne
(Technology)

McCarthy
(L2)

Johnson
(L2)

Haggard & Swaney
(Curriculum)

Bond
(L2)

Salons I-J Snowbird-Brighton Salon GDeer Valley I & II SolitudeSalon H
11 12

Encouraging Language
Development Through
Activities, Games, and

Experiences

Round Table on ASL 
Curriculum & Instruction

Raising the Bar: Setting a
Standard for Academic 

ASL

Flexing students out A 
Personalized Approach to 

Second Language
Instruction in High School 

Settings

Design a 
Computer-Based Test for 
American Sign Language 

Courses

Using Holidays to
teach ASL

Cooper
(Research, L2)

Bangs
(Teaching Strategies,

Interpreting, Community)

Gamache Jr.
(Education, Technology)

Solis & Hull
(Teaching Strategies, 

L2, Technology)

Clements
(Deaf Studies, Instruction)

VRSII Language 
Mentoring Team

(L2, Professional 
Development)

Salons I-J Snowbird-Brighton Salon GDeer Valley I & II SolitudeSalon H
13 14

ASL Language Mentoring Nuisances in American 
Sign Language_How to
De-Oralize Your Signing

The Status of Sign 
Language Instruction in

Institutions of Higher
Education
1982-2016

Coursework meets 
Practice in the Lab- Take
Your ASL Classes to the

Next Level

Transforming Your 
Students into Life-Long
ASL Communications

Finding and Applying ASL
Videotexts for Classroom 

Use

Invitation Only
Legends

4 Page Number to 
Presenter Bio

10 10

11 11 12 12

13 13 14 14
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Saturday, July 1
Time

10:30 am - 11:45 am

11:45 am - 12:50 pm

1:00 pm - 2:25 pm

7:30 am - 8:45 am

9:00 am - 10:20 am

7:00 am - 8:30 am

10:20 am - 10:30 am

ASLTA Business Meeting #2

ASLTA Luncheon Arlene Garcia Gunderson
Forum on Reorganization

Teacher Shareshop Session

Dr. Carla García-Fernández
Language of the Oppressor: A Call to Action through Transformational Change and the 
Language of the Oppressed

Breakfast

Break

Changemaker

3:00 pm - 4:25 pm

4:30 pm - 5:55 pm

2:30 pm - 3:00 pm Break

6:00 pm - 7:30 pm

8:00 pm - 9:00 pm

Dinner (on your own)

The Ben Jarashow Show
Deaf Community

Dr. Curt Radford
ASL Online vs in Class

Entertainment

8:30 am - 8:45 am

10:20 am - 10:30 am

10:30 am - 11:55 am

9:00 am - 10:20 am

7:00 am - 8:30 am

Changemaker

Breakfast

Break

Break

11:45 am - 1:00 pm

ASLTA Certification

John Maucere
Marvin Miller: “The Untapped Power of Deafhood and Reframing in ASL Teaching”

Lunch (on your own)

1:00 pm - 2:00 pm

2:00 pm - 3:45 pm

3:45 pm - 4:00 pm

4:00 pm - 5:25 pm

6:30 pm - 10:30 pm

ASLTA Business Meeting #3

Break

Dr. Amy Rowley & Arlene Garcia Gunderson

Banquet/ Award/ Entertainment
Endnote Speaker

Room

Room

Friday, June 30
Time

Salons D-F

Salons D-F

Salons D-F

Salons D-F

Salons D-F

Salons D-F

Salons D-F

Salons D-F

Salons D-F

Salons D-F

Salons D-F

Will breakout into areas of interest- teaching Deaf Culture, intergrating linguistics with 
teaching, ASL lab activities, Creating authetic conversation practice, other topics

Thibodeau
(Instruction, ASL 

Linguistics)

Haggard & Swaney
(Education, Technology)

Featherstone
(Teaching Strategies)

Solis & Hull
(Teaching Strategies,

L2, Technology)

Riker
(Teaching Strategies, 

Community)

Cagle & Lott
(Interpreting, ASL

Linguistics, Research)

Salons D-F Salons I-J SolitudeSnowbird-Brighton Dear Valley I & IISalons G-H
17 14 18

Head Movements
Critical Features in ASL

and Interpretation 
Teaching

Teaching American Sign
Language Learners to

Become Engaged
Scholars in the 21st 

Century

ASL Flash A Sequel Coursework meets 
Practice in the Lab- Take
Your ASL Classes to the

Next Level

Canvas Maximizing
Instruction

What the Best ASL 
Teachers Do_Examining
Traits and Characteristics
of the Best ASL Teachers

Jarashow
(ASL Literatures, ASL

Techniques)

Sanders
(Admin, ASL, Deaf

Studies)

Thibodeau & Featherstone
(ASL Curriculum, L2,
Learning Strategies)

Alexander & McKee
(Education, Technology)

Bianco
(Teaching Strategies, ASL 

Linguistics)

Holcomb
(L2, Community)

Salons D-F Salons I-J SolitudeSnowbird-Brighton Dear Valley I & IISalons G-H
18 19 20

Required Deaf Event
Attendance A Burden

on the Deaf Community?

“Combining Depiction 
with other Theories of 

“Role Space”

Basic Principles of
Stories with Handshape

Constraints

Digital Innovation-
Elevates New Zealand 
Sign Language (NZSL)

Designated Interpreters
in the Higher Education

Field Best Practices

Elevating Standards for
ITP students in ASL 

Classroom

McCarthy
(Education, Technology)

Jarashow
(ASL Literature, L1, L2)

Bianco
(ASL Teaching, 

Interpreting, L1, L2)

Veith & Robinson
(Deaf Studies, ASL, Social 

Justice)

Listman
(Teaching Strategies)

Martin
(L2, Deaf Studies, ASL 

Instruction)

Salons D-F Salons I-J SolitudeSnowbird-Brighton Dear Valley I & IISalons G-H
22 23 19 25

Implementing Deaf/ASL 
Cultural Anecdotes in 
your ASL Classroom

The Use of L1 as a Tool 
to Teach L2 American
Sign Language (ASL)

Have you Kahoot or Pear 
Deck today?

Beyond Observation
Service Learning and

Community Involvement
for American Sign 

Language and Deaf 
Studies Students

Basic Principles of Stories 
with Handshape

Constraints

“Co-constructing 
Role-Space: A Bilingual, 
Bicultural Approach to 
Teaching Interpreting”

Zinza
(L2, Administration)

Thibodeau
(Deaf Studies, Instruction, L2)

Brooks
( L2, Education, 

Linguistics)

Haggard & Swaney
(Education, Instruction, L2)

Bond
(L2, Instruction)

Robinson
(ASL, Deaf Studies,Social

Justice)

Salons I-J Snowbird-Brighton Salon GDear Valley I & II SolitudeSalon H
23 11 23

The Social Justice
Framework in Teaching 
ASL and Deaf Studies 

Benefits and Applications

Encouraging Language
Development Through
Activities, Games, and

Experiences

College Admissions and
Graduation Policies

Regarding ASL: National 
Survey Results

Developing Cultural
Competency Through 

ASL Courses

Reframing Introduction to
Deaf World for Students

Teaching ASL Grammar 
for Student Success

Trotto & Di Pietro
(L2, Teaching Strategies)

Gamache Jr.
(Education,Technology)

Siebert & Neubarth
(Education, Technology)

Keast
(L2, Technology, Deaf Studies)

Harris
(Higher Education, Teacher 

Prep)

Gilliland, Godfrey, 
McCarthy, Parker, 

Shariff & Zinza
(Community, Education)

Salons D-F Salons I-J SolitudeSnowbird-Brighton Dear Valley I & IISalons G-H
20 21 16 9

“The ASL Honor Society 
& Your ASL Program: 
Scholarships, Student 

Competitions, and 
Recognizing Academic

Achievement.”

The Evolution of 
Gallaudet University

Graduate Preparation
Program for Sign 

Language Professionals

Interactive Class Activities The Unseen Secret 
behind the evolution

of ASL

Finding and Applying ASL
Videotexts for Classroom

Use

“ASL COURSE, ME 
DEVELOP ONLINE 

ME???”

17 17 18

19 19 20

21 21

22 22

2424 24

ASLTA 2017 - ASL Elevated! www.aslta.org 16



ASLTA Conference 2017

www.aslta.org17

Presenters Biographies & Abstracts - Friday

Dr. Keith Cagle & Sharon Lott
ASL Head Movements - Critical 

Features in ASL and 
Interpretation Teaching

June 30 - 1:00pm
Tag: Interpreting, ASL Linguistics, 
Research

The presenters will discuss head movements 
and their vital grammatical and discourse 
functions in American Sign Language. The 
study is based on their teaching experi-
ences with ASL and interpretation students 
and their studies with the ASL signers in 
videotapes. Head movements are critical 
features in ASL and they need to be em-
phasized in the classes. Head movements 
are alike using patterns of rhythms, stress, 
and intonation in a language. They are anal-
ogous to the use of punctuation, such as 
commas, semicolons, and spaces between 
sentences and paragraphs. The present-
ers will demonstrate several examples of 
head movements that co-occur with certain 
words and fingerspelling, as well as their 
use as grammatical and discourse markers 
and in managing listener’s feedback. The 
presenters will discuss some strategies for 
use in ASL and interpretation classes, which 
will include teaching head movement for 
students to improve their ASL expressive 
and receptive skills, and interpreting skills.

Dr. Keith M. Cagle currently is the associate professor and coordinator 
of BA in Interpretation program in Department of Interpretation at Gallau-
det University. He received his Ph.D. in Educational Linguistics from the 
University of New Mexico. He has been teaching the undergraduate and 
graduate ASL and interpreting courses since 1986.  He was the Interpreter 
Education program chair at Central Piedmont Community College (CPCC). 
He led the curriculum revisions on some ASL and interpreting courses and 
program for four interpreting training programs in North Carolina. He de-
veloped some undergraduate courses at NTID, Gardner-Webb University 
and CPCC, and some graduate courses for the University of Northern Col-
orado.  He was American Sign Language Teachers Association (ASLTA) 
president in 1990-1995 and Evaluation chairperson in 2000-2015. He has 
served on North Carolina interpreter licensing board, and on the national 
and state committees for ASL bill, standards, outcomes and screening.

Sharon Lott, M.S., M.A., ASLTA Professional certification, is Assis-
tant Professor at Eastern Kentucky University.  She serves on NCASL-
TA board as Professional Development chair since 2012. She was the 
past president of NC ASLTA, 2010-2012. She was on the national 
ASLTA board as Professional Development chair for 4 years.  She re-
ceived NC ASLTA George W. Veditz Leadership Award in Nov. 2010, 
and ASLTA Alan R. Barwiolek Distinguished Award in July, 2013.  She 
produced “Country, State and City signs” DVD at NCSD.  She lectured 
several topics of “Introduction to Teaching”, “Activities in ASL classes”, 
“How to introduce Grammar”, “Teaching Deaf Culture” on the DVDs of 
“About ASL Teaching” produced by CSD-TV.  Keith Cagle and she co-au-
thored a book “GA-SK Etiquette.  She provides numerous workshops, 
especially on her specialty of lexicalized and semantic fingerspelling.

ASL Flash: A Sequel
June 30 - 1:00pm 
Tag: Instruction, ASL Linguistics

As requested, ASL Flash returns to 
talk about signing conceptually on the 
phrasal level and to dive further into the 
concept of sign-roots. How the 5 pa-
rameters are embedded in our sign 
play and how they support what we 
say as being conceptually accurate.

Regan Thibodeau is passionate about the impact of ASL in Edu-
cation, Interpreting, and Deaf people. She wants to share the idea 
of elevating instructional standards and reframing our pedagogy so 
that we can teach from a new place that supports the influx of Deaf 
people becoming prominent members in our rapidly evolving society. 
Regan is in a doctoral program cohort working toward a PhD in Pub-
lic Policy with a concentration in Educational Leadership and Policy 
with the hopes that she can bring the impact of ASL to a new level.

Regan ThibodeauTimothy Riker
Teaching American Sign 

Language Learners to Become 
Engaged Scholars in the 21st 

Century
June 30 - 1:00pm
Tag: Teaching Strategies, Community

This workshop will introduce participants 
to the process of developing a course 
that prepares students to become an 
engaged scholar using the participato-
ry approach to teaching American Sign 
Language.   After completing a series 
of language courses with a strong Deaf 
Studies component and learning media 
production skills, students can enroll into 
a course designed to collaborate with the 
Deaf community on a semester-long proj-
ect.  Through community engagement, 
students will use their advanced ASL skills 
on projects designed to raise awareness 
and lead to positive change in the com-
munity.   Participants will learn about mod-
el courses which have used community 
engagement, including a report of the re-
sults of an engaged scholars ASL course 
at Brown University during spring 2017.   
Some successes and challenges will be 
discussed, including what it means to be a 
Deaf ally, the role of students as engaged 
scholars, and engaging the Deaf com-
munity using a transformative approach.

Timothy Riker is a Lecturer at Brown University, where he teach-
es American Sign Language and Deaf Studies. He also serves 
as Chair of the Rhode Island Commission on the Deaf and Hard 
of Hearing, coordinator of the National Association of the Deaf 
Language Deprivation Taskforce, and on the board of the Deaf-
hood Foundation. Riker is a Certified Deaf Interpreter (CDI) and 
provides Deaf Self-Advocacy Training (DSAT) as a master trainer. 
Riker’s parents and older brother are Deaf and he is an alum-
nus of Maryland School for the Deaf. He is a second generation 
Deaf person and a native signer of ASL. Riker earned his B.S. in 
Business Administration from Georgetown University. In addition 
to completing graduate coursework at California State Universi-
ty, Northridge’s Masters in Public Policy program, he earned his 
Masters in Sign Language Education from Gallaudet University.

ASLTA 2017 - ASL Elevated!



What the Best ASL Teachers 
Do: Examining Traits and 

Characteristics of the Best ASL 
Teachers.

June 30 - 1:00pm
Tag: Teaching Strategies

There are always a few teachers that just 
do it right, and when they teach, they have 
our undivided attention. What do they do 
that makes us want to learn? What do 
they do that makes us not want to blink? 
The book “What best college teachers do” 
Dr. Ken Bain conducted a research from 
teachers from all over the country in all 
disciplines, and found common themes 
in the best and most effective teach-
ers. This research will be the foundation 
of the workshop along with my experi-
ence and research and will be covering 
the following questions in ASL teachers:
1.  What do the best ASL teachers know 
and understand?  2. How do they pre-
pare to teach?  3. What do they ex-
pect of their students? 4. What do they 
do when they teach?  5. How do they 
treat students.   6. How do they check 
their progress and evaluate their efforts.

Joseph Featherstone has a Masters in English/ASL Interpret-
ing: Interpreter Pedagogy from the University of North Florida, 
and has a Bachelors in Recreational Therapy and Management 
from Brigham Young University. He is a Certified Deaf Interpreter 
(CDI), has an ASLTA Provisionally certification, a licensed white-
water river guide, and a licensed ski instructor. Joseph has been 
teaching ASL for 10 years at the college/university level. He 
previously worked at VRS Interpreting Institute and is current-
ly working at GoReact while teaching on the side. Joseph is an 
avid outdoorsman, and loves to be outside when possible. During 
his college years, he would work as a river guide during the 
summer to make money to pay for school. He also loves to be 
with his wife and two kids who are currently 3 and 1 years old.

Joseph Featherstone

Canvas: Maximizing ASL 
Instruction

June 30 - 1:00pm
Tag: Education, Technology

This presentation will explain how The 
University of Tennessee (UTK) is utilizing 
Canvas to maximize ASL instruction and 
increase course rigor to develop standard-
ization in our program. The UTK program 
has experienced exponential growth since 
fall 2012 with enrollment in all ASL courses 
increasing by 58%, the number of courses 
offered increasing by 57% and the num-
ber of ASL instructors increasing by 60%. 
With the increase of ASL courses, instruc-
tors and students, the need to standard-
ize instruction and increase classroom in-
struction was critical. To meet the demand 
and increase rigor, the UTK program be-
gan implementing the use of technology 
to provide testing and increase expressive 
and receptive skills in ASL students. The 
process began with Blackboard until the 
University migrated to Canvas. Canvas 
is proving to be more efficient and us-
er-friendly in conducting testing and creat-
ing standardization across all ASL courses.

Refer to their biographies on page 11.

April Haggard & Michelle 
Swaney

Dr. Thomas K. Holcomb
Required Deaf Event 

Attendance:  A Burden on the 
Deaf Community?

June 30 - 3:00pm 
Tag: L2, Community

Many ASL programs require their students 
to attend events in the Deaf Community as 
part of course requirements. However, the 
benefit of such requirement is often ques-
tionable.  Furthermore, Deaf people are 
losing patience with ASL students who do 
not exhibit appropriate behavior or respect 
at the events.  In this workshop, the partic-
ipants will discover strategies to maximize 
the deaf event experience for their students 
and, at the same time, protect the sanctity 
of the Deaf community.  Such strategies 
include helping students to identify ap-
propriate events for students to attend, to 
demonstrate appropriate behavior and atti-
tude when attending an event, to find ways 
to become an ally, and to process their 
feelings related to the event attendance.

Thomas K. Holcomb is Professor at Ohlone College in California 
where he teaches courses related to Deaf Culture, Deaf Education 
and Interpreting to both deaf and hearing students.  Previously, he 
taught at San Jose State University and NTID/RIT. Tom’s academic 
credentials include a Bachelor’s degree in Psychology from Gallau-
det University, Master’s degree in Career and Human Resources 
Development from Rochester Institute of Technology, and a Ph.D. 
in Curriculum and Instruction from the University of Rochester.  His 
published works includes several books including Introduction to 
American Deaf Culture (2013), and Deaf Culture, Our Way:  Anec-
dotes from the Deaf Community (2011).  In addition, he has pro-
duced several educational tools including See What I Mean:  Dif-
ferences between Deaf and Hearing Cultures (2009) and A Sign of 
Respect:  Strategies for Effective Deaf/Hearing Interactions (2007).   
Tom was honored with ASLTA’s Stephen Ryan Award in 2002.
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Basic Principles of Stories with 
Handshape Constraints

June 30 - 3:00pm, July 1 - 10:30am
Tag: ASL Literatures, ASL Techniques

This lecture will focus on a specific ASL 
Literature genre, Stories with Handshape 
Constraints.  There are four types of sto-
ries with constraints, which are: ABC 
stories, numbers stories, word stories, 
and one-handshape stories.  During the 
course of this lecture, the audience will 
explore history of each four stories.  Also 
the audience will learn the appropriate 
format for each of the four stories and 
how to create good quality stories with 
constraints.  These basic principles will 
also give the audience tools to critique 
others’ stories with constraints.  Video 
examples of stories with constraints will 
be shown and the audience will be able 
to practice critiquing the stories using 
tools learned during the presentation.

Ben Jarashow, a California native, graduated from Gallaudet 
University in 2004 with a Bachelor’s degree in Deaf Studies. He 
obtained his Master’s degree in Deaf Studies: Cultural Studies in 
2006, also from Gallaudet University. His Master’s thesis focused 
on developing criteria for a better quality of ABC storytelling. At 
the moment, he is pursuing his Ph.D. in the division of Philoso-
phy, Art and Critical Thought of the European Graduate School. 
He teaches at Utah Valley University with the ASL & Deaf Stud-
ies program in the department of Languages and Cultures. He 
lives in Provo, Utah with his wife, Kat, their children, Boone and 
Cypress, and their dog, Roseanne Barr, a smelly Boston terrier.

Ben Jarashow
“Combining Depiction with

other Theories of “Role Space”
June 30 - 3:00pm
Tag: Teaching Strategies, ASL 
Linguistics

Depiction is an ubiquitous and salient 
grammatical component of ASL (Dudis, 
2007; Thumann, 2010); however, it is an 
extremely difficult ASL construction for 
non-native users to master (Taylor, 2002; 
Quinto-Pozos, 2005). Depiction is a linguis-
tic feature that must be overtly discussed, 
studied, and practiced. This workshop will 
give participants working knowledge of 
depiction, give examples of native signers, 
and give opportunities to discuss ideas on 
how to incorporate it into your teaching.

Sara Bianco is a Deaf member of a Deaf family that spans four 
generations. As a native American Sign Language user, she 
teaches American Sign Language and Signed Language Inter-
preting at the University of Cincinnati. She received her Bachelor 
degree from Rochester Institute of Technology in Professional and 
Technical Communication. She also serves on the board of Wil-
lard Chapter of American Sign Language Teachers Association.

Sara Bianco

Sara Pivac Alexander is a New Zealand Sign Language (NZSL) lec-
turer at Victoria University of Wellington in New Zealand. She teaches 
NZSL and trains Deaf people to become NZSL teachers. Sara is cur-
rently the Project Manager for the Learn NZSL project. She recently 
authored the TeachSign website, an information and resource hub for 
NZSL teachers. She is one of the Compilation Editors for the NZSL On-
line Dictionary. Sara is a member of the founding NZSL Board, to sup-
port promotion and maintenance of NZSL by providing expert advice to 
the government. She is also an active member of the NZSL Teachers 
Association. Sara hails from a Deaf family and was an AFS exchange 
high school student to Hinsdale South High School in the United States. 

Dr. David McKee is Research Director of Deaf Studies Research Unit 
and Senior Lecturer in Applied Linguistics at Victoria University of Wel-
lington in New Zealand. He teaches Certificate in Deaf Studies: Teaching 
New Zealand Sign Language, and NZSL courses.  David is Managing 
Editor of the Online Dictionary of NZSL. David previously taught at San 
Diego Mesa College and California State University, Northridge before 
moving to New Zealand in 1992 where he and Rachel Locker McKee 
established and taught New Zealand’s first full-time sign language inter-
preter training course at Auckland University of Technology. David went 
to California School for the Deaf, Riverside and Gallaudet University.

Digital Innovation Elevates New 
Zealand Sign Language (NZSL) 
June 30 - 3:00pm
Tag: Education, Technology

This presentation examines how sign lan-
guage teaching and learning in New Zea-
land is being elevated through two proj-
ects of national significance: TeachSign 
and Learn NZSL websites. Although NZSL 
has been an official language since 2006 
and NZSL teaching has been around since 
the late 1980s, NZSL teachers have relied 
heavily on adapting the Signing Naturally 
ASL curriculum, and face-to-face train-
ing for NZSL teaching. How do we make 
NZSL teaching ‘ours’ and resources more 
readily accessible to a small, dispersed 
population? In 2014, TeachSign, an online 
resource and information hub for every-
thing to do with NZSL teaching, was de-
veloped. This site offers a NZ based cur-
riculum, with teaching/learning materials, 
including demonstration videos designed 
for deaf teachers. Work is currently under-
way on Learn NZSL, an e-learning website 
for beginner NZSL learners nationwide that 
has high production values. These large-
scale projects highlight the potential of 
technology to increase quality, standard-
ization and professionalization of sign lan-
guage teaching and learning, which plays 
a critical role in elevating language status.

Sara Pivac Alexander & 
Dr. David McKee
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Elevating Standards for ITP 
students in ASL Classrooms

June 30 - 3:00pm 
Tag: ASL, Curriculum, L2, Learning
Strategies

This workshop is a discussion about el-
evating the standards for performance 
outcomes in all ASL students as well as 
streamlining learning outcomes that the 
ITP student needs as early as possible 
for building a stronger command of lan-
guage processing in ASL. This can be 
done regardless of which course mate-
rials are being used and it starts with in-
novative activities done by you. These 
activities are made available for your 
perusal if you come to this workshop!

Regan Thibodeau & Joseph 
FeatherstoneDesignated Interpreters in the 

Higher Education Field: Best 
Practices

June 30 - 3:00pm 
Tag: Admin, ASL, Deaf Studies

In the last 20 years, the growing profes-
sion of Deaf Studies Programs includes 
numerous Deaf Staff, Faculty, and Ad-
ministrators, leading to a greater demand 
for QUALIFIED interpreters to bridge the 
communication and cultural gap between 
these Deaf professionals and students, 
colleagues, administrators, and commu-
nity members. Unlike traditional/common 
interpreting situations, there is a unique 
need on campuses across the nation for 
interpreters in these environments to be 
able to possess specific skills and addi-
tional competencies with regards to High-
er Ed that allow successful communication 
and interaction to occur. The presentation 
is designed to share best practices which 
include common issues and dilemma and 
solutions for the Deaf professionals as 
well as the staff (i.e. service for students 
with disabilities) that are often assigned 
the duty of hiring interpreters.  Identifying 
and understanding the common issues 
and dilemmas, brainstorming for possible 
solutions and suggesting the best prac-
tices are the objectives of this workshop.

Claire Sanders, M.A., is a department chair of Deaf Studies 
and a professor at Holyoke Community College in Massachu-
setts where she teaches various ASL and Deaf Studies courses.  
She has been in the American Sign Language and Deaf Stud-
ies  field for over 20 years. She also taught at several higher ed 
institutions.  She holds a Bachelor’s degree in Social Work from 
Rochester Institute of Technology, Master’s degree in Deaf Edu-
cation from McDaniel College and Professional ASLTA certificate.

Claire Sanders

“The ASL Honor Society & Your 
ASL Program: Scholarships,
Student Competitions, and 

Recognizing Academic
Achievement.”

June 30 - 4:30pm
Tag: Community, Education

Note: No honoraria can be accept-
ed, since we are an ASLTA program. 

Honor societies have a long history serv-
ing various foreign language porgrams, 
with some of them existing for more than 
100 years. Now in its 10th year as part of 
ASLTA, the ASL Honor Society provides 
enrichment opportunities for ASL teach-
ers and students in high school, com-
munity college, and college / university 
programs. This presentation will help you 
understand the purpose of the ASL Honor 
Society, the benefits that come with mem-
bership, and review the major programs 
that ASL teachers and students can par-
ticipate in. See why so many different in-
stitutions have established chapters of the 
ASL Honor Society on campuses across 
the country, and how you can encour-
age better student academic achieve-
ment, ASL proficiency, qualify for schol-
arships and teacher grants, and more.

Howard Gilliland, Lisa Godfrey, 
Tricia McCarthy, Jessica Parker, 

Risa Shariff & Jason E. Zinza
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Timothy Trotto currently holds a Master’s degree from Gal-
laudet University.  He has been teaching ASL as a second 
language to hearing and deaf students since 2007.  He has 
worked both in the community colleges and high schools.  Cur-
rently Mr. Trotto resides in California where he teaches as both 
Santa Rosa Junior College and Santa Teresa High school.

Gerardo Di Pietro currently teaches ASL classes at Berkeley 
City College and Skyline College. He truly believes in making sign 
language come alive for his students.  This helps them embrace 
the language and become engaged learners. As language and 
culture always evolve, he received his Masters of Arts in Sign Lan-
guage Education at Gallaudet University in the summer of 2016.

Interactive Class Activities
June 30 - 4:30pm
Tag: L2, Teaching Strategies

This year our ASL team will be focusing on 
fun activities to bring up student motivation.  
Many students today have a difficult time 
staying motivated in ASL classes during a 
block schedule.  This is largely due to not 
having enough activities over the course 
of the period so students become restless 
and bored easily.  Providing fun activities 
that enhance grammar, fingerspelling, facial 
expressions, and eye-contact will not only 
increase student motivation but also help 
with classroom management, lesson plan-
ning, and reinforcement of the language.

Timothy Trotto and Gerardo Di 
PietroThe Evolution of Gallaudet 

University’s Graduate 
Preparation Program for Sign 

Language Professionals.
June 30 - 4:30pm
Tag: Higher Education, Teacher Prep

The Masters in Sign Language Education 
(MASLED) graduate program is current-
ly the longest-running, existing graduate 
sign language preparation program for 
professionals working in educational set-
tings specifically with sign language.  The 
MASLED program, established in 2011 by 
Dr. Raychelle Harris, who will be moder-
ating a multi-pronged, open-ended panel 
covering multiple content areas: 1) Dr. Har-
ris will present an overview of the evolution 
of the MASLED graduate program, includ-
ing what kind of changes were implement-
ed over the years based on current trends 
in the ASL teaching field; then 2) Hosting 
a panel with multiple MASLED alumni rep-
resenting each year of the program (2011 
through 2016) and then 3) Another panel of 
MASLED faculty members over the years 
(Drs. Keith Cagle, Kim Kurz, Curt Radford, 
and more) and finally, An electronic show-
case of the top, award-winning ePort-
folios showcased by MASLED alumni.

Raychelle Harris, a Third generation Deaf and a native ASL sign-
er, received her Bachelors in American Sign Language (ASL) from 
Gallaudet University and Masters in Deaf Education from Western 
Maryland College in 1995 and 2000, respectively. Raychelle has 
been teaching ASL as a first and second language since 1993.  
She returned to Gallaudet University for her doctoral studies in 
the areas of education and linguistics, with her dissertation topic 
focused on ASL discourse in academic settings. In 2008, Ray-
chelle joined Gallaudet University’s Department of Interpretation 
as a faculty member. Since 2009, Raychelle has been teaching 
with the Department of ASL & Deaf Studies, preparing future ASL 
teachers in the Masters in Sign Language Education program in 
online and hybrid formats.  She is one of four co-editors of Jour-
nal of ASL and Literatures (JASLL) website. Raychelle holds Pro-
fessional Certification with the American Sign Language Teachers 
Association (ASLTA) and is a Certified Deaf Interpreter (with BEI).

Dr. Raychelle Harris
The Unseen Secret Behind the 

Evolution of ASL
June 30 - 4:30pm 
Tag: L2, Technology, Deaf Studies

In voiced languages the evolution is driven 
by native speakers. Unfortunately not true 
for signed languages! In signed languages 
the evolution is driven by a combination 
of native signers and non-native signers. 
The non-native signers have learned the 
language out of necessity to participate 
in the community. This workshop traces 
the evolution of ASL starting in previous 
centuries and arriving today in our “Mod-
ern” world where a combination of culture, 
technology and stakeholders all drive the 
evolution. A key part of this workshop will 
be a discussion as to the evolution and 
when it is good and bad for the language.

Missy Keast, born Deaf has 4 older siblings one of whom is also 
Deaf. She has spent most of her life telling stories. Encouraged by 
friends and family she has become “The Shakespeare of Sign Lan-
guage.” Her clarity and complexity in the use of ASL is unique. She 
enrolled at Gallaudet and then transferred to Arizona State Univer-
sity (ASU). While still a student at ASU she began teaching ASL at 
Mesa Community College. After graduating with a BA in History she 
toured with National Theatre of the Deaf further sharpening her sto-
rytelling skills. 26 years later Missy is still teaching and telling stories. 
She also published a book, “One Day: Our View”. A photo docu-
mentary of global deaf culture during the 24 hours of May 1, 1997. 
With her 3 children ages 12, 10 and 5 all now at the same school, 
Missy is hard at work expanding her online curriculum at ASL In-
side. A company she founded to bring the best of ASL to children, 
families, students and teachers. She also produces weekly VLOG 
called Missy’s Post, has a one woman show and teaches work-
shops on “The Art of Teaching.” Finally, she is practicing Shorin-Ryu 
karate at Peaceful Warrior and should be a black belt in late 2017.

Missy Keast
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Implementing Deaf/ASL Cultural 
Anecdotes in your ASL 

Classroom

The Use of L1 as a Tool to 
Teach L2

American Sign Language (ASL)

Have you Kahoot or Pear Deck 
today?

July 1 - 10:30am
Tag: L-2, Deaf Studies, ASL Instruction

July 1 - 10:30am
Tag: Teaching Strategies

July 1 - 10:30am
Tag: Education, Technology

Many American Sign Language programs 
are struggling with retention of ASL stu-
dents.  Many also deliberate how to en-
gage students into learning ASL. Many 
Interpreter Preparatory Programs enroll fu-
ture interpreters that do not know in depth 
about Deaf people and their culture. How 
can we as ASL teachers increase our en-
rollment, have lower dropout rates from 
our ASL classes and prepare our interpret-
ers to the best of their ability and knowl-
edge of the Deaf community? Teach about 
Deaf culture and community in your ASL 
classes! We cannot separate language 
and culture. General knowledge is that 
one of the favorite parts of ASL classes 
are when stories are presented.  ACTFL 
encourages any language teachers to in-
clude the 5 C’s. Few ASL curriculum, text-
books and materials include the 5 C’s. In 
this workshop participants will understand 
the importance of sharing cultural anec-
dotes during your class time. Participants 
will be able to recognize and find various 
ASL/Deaf related topics to share in their 
classroom. The presenter will demonstrate 
and give examples. Participants will be in-
spired, not only to teach ASL, but use cul-
tural tidbits in your lessons and classroom.

The efficacy of using a person’s native lan-
guage (their L1) to teach them a second 
language (L2) has been debated for years 
in the fields of second language acquisition 
and American Sign Language pedagogy 
(Cook, 2001). Currently, the most pop-
ular method of teaching ASL to L2 adult 
learners is known as the Direct Experience 
Method (DEM) (Newell, Mallery, Menkins, 
Holcomb, & Arthur, 1980). DEM advocates 
exclusive use of the target language (ASL 
in this case) with no use of English as a 
learning tool in the classroom. To date, 
there are no existing studies that exam-
ine the effectiveness of different teaching 
approaches for teaching ASL to L2 adult 
learners. The purpose of this presentation 
is to share the results of a mixed study 
comparing the two teaching approach-
es: the Direct Experience Method versus 
a second approach which uses L1 (En-
glish) as a learning tool to teach L2 learn-
ers about ASL grammatical structures. 
Participants’ opinions about the teach-
ing methods will be discussed as well.

Tired of the same materials? Can you re-
ally use that handout one more time?? Try 
incorporating these two new technology 
programs into your instructional materi-
als. The first is Kahoot. This is a fun learn-
ing game made from a series of multiple 
choice questions. Add videos, images 
and diagrams to your questions to amplify 
engagement! KAHOOT gives the teacher 
the ability to share with other teachers or 
create your own specific activity. This type 
of social learning promotes discussion and 
pedagogical impact, students can create 
then share their own kahoots to deepen 
understanding, mastery and purpose. The 
second is called Pear Deck which brings 
interactive, engaging slide presentations 
to your classroom. Real-time formative 
assessments and discussions enhance 
understanding. Pear Deck encourages in-
teraction with peers and allows dialogue. 
Each of these technology programs can 
be used as either a do now activity, a re-
view activity or to instruct a full lesson.

Dr. Jason Listman is an Assistant professor in the department 
of American Sign Language and Interpreting Education (AS-
LIE) at the National Technical Institute of the Deaf (NTID) at the 
Rochester Institute of Technology (RIT). He received an Ed.D 
Degree in Executive Leadership from St. John Fisher College, 
holds MS in Secondary Education and holds a Bachelor of Sci-
ence in Psychology, both from RIT. His research interests in-
clude mentoring in undergraduate research, resilience charac-
teristics in deaf community, and effectiveness of ASL teaching.

David A. Martin grew up in the Frederick, MD area and attended 
the Maryland School for the Deaf. Upon graduation in 1985, David 
went to Gallaudet and earned his Bachelor of Science in Psycholo-
gy (1990). David received his Masters in Deaf Education from what 
was known as Western Maryland College currently known as Mc-
Daniel College.  David’s professional career includes jobs as a re-
cruiter for Gallaudet University, teaching drama at the Texas School 
for the Deaf, teaching kindergarten at the Maryland School for the 
Deaf, and ASL instructor and the ASL Lab manager for ASL Stud-
ies at McDaniel College in Westminster, MD. Currently David is well 
into his 12th year as Assistant professor and program Manager of 
ASL Studies Program at Frederick Community College.  David is 
an active member of the Maryland Chapter of ASLTA. The need for 
ASL workshops as well as Deaf awareness programs keeps David 
busy.  David has done many presentations locally and nationally.  
David is the recipient of several awards including the Stephen M. 
Ryan Teacher of the Year award from ASLTA. David has an ongo-
ing hobby of doing ASL Vlogs. David currently resides in Freder-
ick, Md. with his wife Debbie and they have four grown children.

Refer to Patricia’s biography on page 11.

David Martin Dr. Jason Listman Patricia McCarthy
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Andrew Veith, Program Assistant for Community Outreach, 
Engagement, and CBL at the College of the Holy Cross for 
the ASL and Deaf Studies program. He also teaches ASL 
practicum for the College. He is currently studying Deaf Stud-
ies at Gallaudet University. He has been actively involved 
in teaching ASL in various settings for the past 10 years.

Dr. Octavian E. Robinson is Assistant Professor of Ameri-
can Sign Language and Deaf Studies at the College of the Holy 
Cross. He holds the College’s first tenure  track position in Deaf 
Studies. He has chapters in three collections from Gallaudet 
University Press in addition to published work with Sage Pub-
lications, Facts on File Press, and Sign Language Studies. He 
holds a Ph.D. degree in History from The Ohio State University.

Beyond Observation: Service 
Learning and Community 

Involvement for American Sign 
Language and Deaf Studies 

Students
July 1 - 10:30am
Tag: Deaf Studies, ASL, Social Justice

Students who are introduced to deaf 
communities through service learning and 
meditated community involvements devel-
op stronger language and cultural skills. 
It is critical for students to engage in ser-
vice-based learning and develop strong, 
mutually beneficial relationships with the 
local Deaf community. Teaching from a 
social justice framework, we explore ser-
vice-based learning through two different 
avenues. One is community-based and 
the other is project-based engagement 
with the community. Service-based learn-
ing, is a pedagogical approach of learning 
from direct experience with deaf commu-
nities and individuals with an emphasis on 
mutual exchange of benefits. Students 
also participate in interactions with the 
local deaf community through carefully 
curated events hosted by our program to 
model socially just relationships. Students 
gain a deeper understanding of course 
content by integrating theory with prac-
tice in the community, and communities 
gain access to volunteers and resources.

Andrew Veith & Dr. Octavian 
Robinson

Reframing Introduction to Deaf 
World for Students

July 1 - 4:00pm
Tag: Deaf Studies, Instruction, L2

Often students learn about the Deaf World 
as bystanders, like people at the museum 
looking at the Masterpieces, but what if we 
taught the course in a way that the students 
became aware of their active roles in the 
Deaf World? It begins with reframing. We 
can talk about who we are, identify our pow-
er and privilege, and then we can talk about 
our impact on each other thus our impact 
on the Deaf World. An active perspective 
means that students will engage in a criti-
cal inquiry about where information about 
deaf people come from as well as their re-
sponses to events that pertain deaf people.
Refer to Regan’s biography on page 17.

Regan Thibodeau

The Social Justice Framework 
in Teaching ASL and Deaf 

Studies: Benefits and 
Applications

July 1 - 4:00pm
Tag: ASL, Deaf Studies, Social Justice

This presentation proposes the use of so-
cial justice frameworks in teaching ASL 
and Deaf Studies. Research has shown 
that using social justice frameworks in 
teaching helps improve student retention 
in programs, student graduation rates, 
and relationships between students and 
faculty. The value of using the social justice 
framework is apparent with the changing 
demographics of our student populations, 
the increasing emphasis placed on mi-
nority student recruitment and retention 
among higher education institutions, and 
national conversations about equity. Af-
ter exploring the benefits of using social 
justice frameworks, the talk will explore 
a variety of social justice applications 
to syllabi and assignment design while 
considering how we use canonical texts 
in teaching ASL and Deaf Studies. The 
talk will conclude with reflection on how 
to avoid microaggressions in teaching 
ASL while promoting authentic encoun-
ters with Deaf/DeafBlind/DeafDisabled/
Hard of Hearing people through service 
based learning and meditated contact.

Dr. Octavian E. Robinson is Assistant Professor of Ameri-
can Sign Language and Deaf Studies at the College of the Holy 
Cross. He holds the College’s first tenure  track position in Deaf 
Studies. He has chapters in three collections from Gallaudet 
University Press in addition to published work with Sage Pub-
lications, Facts on File Press, and Sign Language Studies. He 
holds a Ph.D. degree in History from The Ohio State University.

Dr. Octavian Robinson
“Co-constructing Role-Space: A 

Bilingual, Bicultural 
Approach to Teaching

Interpreting”
June 30 - 3:00pm
Tag: Teaching Strategies, ASL 
Linguistics
This workshop will introduce participants 
to the notion of blended spaces and how a 
Deaf instructor and hearing instructor creat-
ed a blended learning space for interpreting 
students. Deaf space and hearing space are 
mental spaces that contain ideas and con-
cepts. The co-presenters have completed 
research on their blended learning space 
and will share their findings with participants. 
Refer to Sara’s biography on page 19.

Sara Bianco
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College Admissions and 
Graduation Policies Regarding 
ASL: National Survey Results

July 1 - 4:00pm
Tag: L2, Administration

Between February and November 2016, 
every four-year college / university pro-
gram in the United States was contacted 
to determine whether ASL fulfills entry and 
/ or graduation requirements. More than 
5,000 institutions were surveyed total. 
This presentation will review the survey 
results, identify which schools do or do 
not accept ASL, highlight particular rea-
sons some institutions resist acceptance 
of ASL, and examine specific areas for 
further advocacy. ASL teachers, admin-
istrators, and guidance counselors at the 
high school level are particularly encour-
aged to attend, in order to finally be able 
to answer the common question “Which 
colleges do or do not accept ASL?”

Jason E. Zinza, Ph.D., is a native signer with 15+ years experience 
teaching ASL, training teachers, and developing curricular materi-
als. He is a frequent presenter on topics related to ASL teaching, 
learning, and assessment at the high school and university levels, 
and consults on teacher certification and licensure issues. He 
served on ASLTA’s task force to develop national ASL standards, 
and now chairs the ASL Can-Do Statements committee. Current-
ly, he coordinates the national ASL Honor Society and serves on 
ACTFL’s Standards Collaboration Board. Dr. Zinza received the T.J. 
O’Rourke Memorial Award for significant contributions to the field of 
ASL teacher training in 2007, and the Marie Jean Philip Memorial 
Award in 2013 for excellence in the field of K-12 ASL instruction. 

Dr. Jason E. Zinza

Developing Cultural 
Competency through ASL 

Courses
July 1 - 4:00pm
Tag: Education, Instruction, L2

The ASL program at The University of Ten-
nessee has made changes in its approach 
to providing ASL student’s exposure to 
Deaf Culture. The UTK program has ex-
perienced exponential growth since fall 
2012 with enrollment in all ASL courses in-
creasing by 58%. With the increase of ASL 
courses, the numbers of students required 
to attend Deaf events skyrocketed but 
the number of Deaf related events did not 
match the increased need. Our program 
learned from the Deaf community that 
there were concerns about having large 
numbers of hearing students attend Deaf 
events. The UTK ASL program learned 
strategies from the Spanish program on 
increasing student understanding of the 
Spanish culture. Therefore, we imple-
mented new strategies into our courses. 
The UTK ASL program has seen a very 
positive impact and response from stu-
dents regarding activities that have been 
implemented in ASL courses in lieu of a 
large number of required Deaf events.

Refer to their biographies on page 11.

April Haggard & Michelle 
Swaney Teaching ASL Grammar for

Student Success
July 1 - 4:00pm 
Tag: L2, Education, Linguistics

“Without grammar, words do not a language 
make.” This quote rings true because Sign 
Language teaching involves much more than 
just teaching signs as individual concepts 
that stand alone. When humans acquire lan-
guage, they naturally adopt the grammar pat-
terns of the said language. However, for those 
who are learning an additional language, the 
ability to naturally acquire grammar patterns 
becomes even more challenging, especially 
if they are not completely immersed in a cul-
ture that uses the language solely. In order to 
teach ASL grammar, one must become pro-
ficient in understanding the intrinsics of ASL 
grammar and be able to break down the ba-
sic concepts to explain to students how ASL 
grammar is structured. Both Heritage Lan-
guage users and World Language users will 
benefit from understanding and being able 
to explain the components of ASL grammar. 
Due to different learning styles, it is import-
ant to not only demonstrate correct grammar 
by signing sentences and using appropriate 
non-manual signals but to also provide visu-
als of how ASL sentences are structured.  It 
is essential to start teaching the very basic 
ASL grammar component and ensure that 
students are proficient with said component 
before building up their knowledge and skills 
by introducing the next grammar compo-
nent, always one grammar component at a 
time.  By using this scaffolding approach, 
ASL teachers can lead students to success-
fully adopt the grammar patterns of ASL. 

Keri Brooks, M.Ed., CDI, ASLTA: Master, was born Deaf to hearing 
parents and she has a Deaf brother.  Together the family used sign lan-
guage as Keri was growing up.  Since 2004, Keri has been teaching ASL 
and Interpreting courses at various universities and colleges, in addition 
to providing workshops at the regional and national level. Currently, she 
owns and operates an online ASL/Interpreter education business with her 
partner J. Sam Harris, TRUE-BIZ ASL, LLC, which also provides interpret-
ing services.  The main component of their business is the Deaf Interpreter 
Training Online (DITO) program, the first and ONLY program that provides 
a comprehensive training online to Deaf Interpreters from all over North 
America. On the side, Keri works as a freelance Certified Deaf Interpreter, 
specializing in DeafBlind interpreting and for ASL Diagnostic and Evalua-
tion Services at Gallaudet University. She is also the current Vice President 
of ASLTA with two more years left in her term. On a personal note, Keri and 
Sam reside in Palm Harbor, Florida where they are raising three young boys.

Keri Brooks
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The show is sure to make you 
laugh, shed tears of amuse-
ment, wave your hands, and 
leave you wanting more! Her 
unique storytelling, vignettes, 
reminisces, and comedic com-
mentary are one of a kind. You 
don’t want to miss her show!

Evelina Gaina’s 
One Woman Show

Thursday, June 29
7:00 PM - 8:00 PM

He will dazzle you with an in-
credible range of storytelling, 
from side- splitting embarrass-
ing stories to real-life anec-
dotes, and more! He is also a 
talented stand-up comedian, 
so no topic is off limits tonight!

The Ben Jarashow 
Show

Friday, June 30
8:00 PM - 9:00 PM

He is the closing banquet’s 
master of ceremonies and en-
tertainer. Whether he shares 
his original ASL poetry, delivers 
hilarious stand-up comedy, or 
dons his Superdeafy cape, he 
will leave you wanting more!

Saturday, July 1
6:30 PM - 10:30 PM

John Maucere





 

 

 

 

Sign Media has always supported the 
worthy goals of ASLTA and we will continue to 

do so even though we cannot be with you.

Currently all of our time and effort are being channeled 
into completing Master ASL! Level Two.

• Creating a curriculum of this magnitude takes an enormous amount of 
time especially when it is being developed by a single author.  

• We are still working hard on Level Two but at this time we do not have 
a date for completion.  We firmly believe that the finished product will 
be well worth the wait and we thank you for your patience.

We appreciate your continued support of our Master ASL! products.

Working with you to educate ASL students in college, university, 
and high school classrooms across the U.S. and Canada.

A Proud Ally of the Deaf Community since 1979.
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Conference Sponsors 
ASLTA deeply appreciates the financial support of every sponsor who generously contributed to the ASL Elevated conference. Without the 
support of our friends, allies, partner organizations and more, ASLTA could not make this event possible. In a small community like ours, 
supporting each other when needed means we can do much more for the greater good than we can do individually. ASLTA members and 
conference attendees, please consider extending your own appreciation to each of our sponsors as the occasion arises.

Bryce Canyon (2,500+)

Capitol Reef (1,000+)

Canyonlands (500+)

Wasatch Mountains (10,000+)


